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Issue  06/15 

Auckland Girls’ Grammar School has a long and proud 
history of empowering young women to achieve their 
potential.  A good strategic plan is essential to maintain-
ing this fine tradition and assisting us with planning for 
the future. 

Once adopted, the Strategic Plan will be the school’s 
governing document for the next three to five years.  
We invite you to tell us what you think about the plan.  
The Board is interested in understanding your needs,  
the hopes and aspirations you have for our school and 
the priorities you consider the Board should adopt for 
the coming years. 

 

The Auckland Girls Draft Strategic Plan has been 
prepared by the Board of Trustees and can now be 
downloaded from the AGGS website, or you can 
pick up a hard copy from the school office.   
The AGGS Strategic Plan, once adopted, will be the 
school’s governing document for the next three to 
five years . 
Accompanying the plan is a survey which allows you 
to give feedback and comments.  The questions in 
the survey mirror the contents of the Draft Strategic 
Plan (as do, wherever possible, the colours used.) 

The survey will take you approximately 15 minutes 
to complete and can be completed online.  You are 
able to go back and forth to pages and edit your 
submissions until you hit the ‘done’ button at the 
end.  The survey must be completed in one session. 

Hard copies of any or all of these documents are 
available from the school office or, upon request, we 
are happy to send you a hard copy.   

This initial feedback opportunity will remain open 
until Friday 11 September.   

AGGS STRATEGIC PLAN RELEASE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATION  

As part of the consultation period the Board is 
holding a number of meetings to present the plan 
and to give parents and other interested stake-
holders an opportunity for face to face discus-
sion and comment.   We hope that as many par-
ents as possible will take advantage of this op-
portunity. 

The dates and times or the  Strategic Plan com-
munity consultation meetings are as follows:  

 Wednesday 12 August—7 p.m. 
Clendon Park School, 145 Rowandale Ave-
nue, Manurewa—entry through Gate 2 
 

 Wednesday 19 August—7.15 p.m.  
Old St Michaels Church, Corban Arts Cen-
tre, 2 Mt Lebanon Lane, Henderson 
 

 Monday 24 August—7.00 p.m.  
Jubilee Library, Auckland Girls’ Grammar 
School  

 Thursday 27 August  - 7.00 p.m. 
Kahurangi Whanau Consultation Hui 
Clendon Park School, 145 Rowandale Ave-
nue, Manurewa—entry through Gate 2. 

 
We would like to invite our Pasifika community to a meeting on Wednesday 12 August at 5.40pm in the Jubilee 
Library to share your views and interpretations of the Strategic Plan. This discussion will ensure that our collec-
tive voice is presented at the upcoming consultation sessions with the Board of Trustees. 

Please read the Strategic Plan and make notes or questions to bring with you to the meeting. 
Lafi Peters, Pasifika Achievement Co-ordinator. 
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at 7 p.m. on 4 evenings 

Tuesday 18 August 

Wednesday 19 August  

Thursday 20 August  

Friday 21 August 
 

Tickets are $12 each —
gold coin donation for 
under 5 year olds.   
 

Get your ticket at the-
School Shop or book by 
calling  307 4180 ext 852 
and pay online.   
e-mail inquiries to  

shop@aggs.school.nz    

DREAMGIRLS 

Book, Lyrics and Music by 

Tom Eyen  and Henry Krieger 

Original Broadway Production 

Directed and Choreographed 

by Michael Bennett 

Orchestrations by  Harold 

Wheeler 

Produced on Broadway by 

Michael Bennett,  

Robert Avian, Geffen Records 

and The Shubert Organization 

Dream Girls tells the story of Deena, Effie, and Lorrell, three young, fiercely ambitious women who form a 
singing trio called the Dreamettes.  When ruthless manager Curtis Taylor Jr. spots the act at a talent show, he 
offers the girls a chance of a lifetime, to be backup singers for a national star, Jimmy Early. Curtis takes crea-
tive control of the group and eventually pushes the singers into the spotlight and the life they have always 
dreamed of. However, one becomes the star, forcing another out, which teaches them all about the high cost 
of fame.     
Our students and teachers have been working very hard to bring this our biennial school production to you and 
we look forward to seeing you at one of the performances.  

NCEA FEES  
Invoices for 2015 NCEA fees were sent out at 
the end of Term 2. This is a flat fee that co-
vers all internal & external NCEA entries. 
Fees should be paid by Friday 14th August 
to the Accounts Office, A301, or by direct de-
posit into the school bank account. (If you are 
paying by direct deposit please be sure to in-
clude your daughters' name and NCEA fees in 
the reference section). 

Bank Account No: 12 3209 0059410 00   
ASB Business Banking  
 

Financial Assistance with NCEA  Fees  
 Your family may meet the criteria for financial assistance 
which reduces the fees considerably.  Financial assis-
tance applications are accepted if the student's family 
meets at least one of these criteria: 

1) is receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit 

2) has a joint family income that makes them eligible for a 
Community Services card.  

There is also a maximum family fee for those of you with 
more than two students entered in NCEA this year. 
For more information on fees and financial assistance, 
please refer to the NZQA website: www.nzqa.govt.nz 

Two AGGS girls and Margaret Cotter, HOF, 
Social Sciences attended the Gimblett Art 
Installation at the St David’s Presbyterian Me-
morial Church in Khyber Pass where Wil-
lie  Apiata was the guest speaker, along with 
a speaker from Te Papa who was involved 
with bringing  ‘Gallipoli —The Scale of our 
War’ exhibition to Te Papa in Wellington.  

At the conclusion of the programme Willie Apiata select-
ed a name from the list of schools and students repre-
sented there, and our very own Victory Tupou  of Year 
11 was selected.   Victory will travel to Wellington as a 
guest of Te Papa and will have the chance to see the 
exhibition for herself.  Victory has never been to Wel-
lington before, so this is an extra special opportunity for 
her. 

Don’t miss DreamGirls 
the AGGS 2015 production on stage in the DWC   

A MEETING WITH WILLIE APIATA VC 
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From 6-9th July this year, I was lucky enough to at-
tend the UN Youth’s annual New Zealand Model 
United Nations conference (NZMUN) in Wellington 
alongside 250 other delegates from across the 
country.  
The theme of this year’s conference revolved 
around our accountability and responsibility as a 
global community to respond to international 
crimes.  
Having been chosen to represent the state of Myan-
mar, I had to speak from the perspective of my 
country on topics such as human induced climate 
change, biological weapons and the reformation of 
the Security Council. We each had to persuade, 
bribe and debate with other delegates in order to 
reach outcomes best suited for our respective coun-
tries.   

It was an incredible experience, over four days, of 
intense learning, strategizing, rallying and debat-
ing.   Being able to meet so many amazing stu-
dents from all over New Zealand and having the 
opportunity to create friendships and wonderful 
memories was definitely  one of the highlights of 
the conference.  

From the opening ceremony at Parliament to the 
countless hours spent in plenary sessions all the 
way to the emotional farewells on the final day, 
NZMUN has been a challenging and eye-opening 
experience that I would strongly recommend others 
to apply for in the coming years.   
I would like to acknowledge and thank the Down-
town Rotary Club for its generous support in get-
ting me to Wellington. 

Tamkeen Saeid, Year 12  

UNICEF YOUTH CONFERENCE 

Jugjeet Singh and Nina Santos with a conference worker 

If you are into engineering and/or food technology 
then the Massey University Engineering and Food 
Technology camp is a definite must-do! The camp, 
held during the July school holidays,  involved stu-
dents from all around New Zealand undertaking a four
-day project, similar to a first-year paper taken by en-
gineering and food technology students.  

In small groups, the students developed a product 
which would help solve one or more of the many is-
sues that they thought would be a major problem in 
the year 2070. Some  interesting products and ideas 
were thought up; some of which included a nutrient 
enhancing ‘Smart Tap’, and a ‘B.N.C Chip’, which 

MASSEY UNIVERSITY  ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY CAMP 

NZ MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE  (NZMUN)  

During the July holidays, Nina Santos and I attended 
the UNICEF  3 day Youth Congress in Wellington, 
along with 53 other delegates .   We arrived in Wel-
lington on Friday 10 July, and were escorted to the 
beautiful Tapu Te Ranga Marae, where we had the 
honour of spending two nights. 
 

Each day consisted of a variety of speakers, on a 
wide range  of topics. For the first time, we fully un-
derstood the extent of our “born-privilege” as we were 
exposed to the raw and gruesome life which innocent 
children around the world are facing, simply because 
they were born into that life.   
 

This has left a strong impression on me and has cer-
tainly changed my outlook on life.  Nina and I have 
returned from this congress more aware than ever of 
the beauty of the world around us and the urgency to 
protect it.                   
Jugjeet Singh, Year 12  

counts the amount of bad bacteria in a human body 
and if an individual’s levels are too high, he or she 
would be prevented from using public transport! 

We were also given the opportunity to talk to the 
head of both food technology and engineering fac-
ulty which I know was helpful for everyone! 

Although it was a tiring few days (resulting in us 
AGGS girls having a quick nap at lunch), the camp 
was enjoyed by everyone!  We were sad to leave 
but, I’m sure many of us will be back soon!  
 

D’Arcy Knight, Year 13  

 



 

 

 
P  4   NEWSLETTER 

 INSPIRE 2015  

In conjunction with the AUT Business School and the Sir Peter Blake Trust, Fuji Xerox New Zealand hosted the 
annual student leadership event ‘Inspire 2015’ on 3 July. 
Inspire 2015 was held at the AUT Business School in Auckland.  The event  featured an inspirational line-up of 
speakers and brought together over 350 secondary school students from all over the city. The event is de-
signed to recognise and inspire the potential leaders of tomorrow providing them with a unique opportunity to 
meet and learn from the leaders of today's world. 
This year’s event focused on providing insights on how young people today can harness a sense of global citi-
zenship in order to deal with some of the pressing environmental and humanitarian issues of our time. The 
speakers included Sir Ray Avery, Claudia Batten & Nikki Kaye. 

   

PROJECT K GIRLS RETURN SAFE AND SOUND FROM THE WILDERNESS  
During the July holidays the 2015 AGGS Project K 
group completed the 17 day Wildnerness Adventure 
part of the programme.  They braved some very cold 
days and nights as they tramped and mountain biked 
through parts of the Thames / Coromandel area.  

The girls are now completing the Community Chal-
lenge part of the programme where the focus is 
about giving back to the community.  The highlights 
so far have been doing a rubbish cleanup on Rangi-
toto Island and also 10 pin bowling with the New 
Dawn Special Needs students.  

The students will now be matched with a mentor for 
the final 12 month part of the programme which is 
another fantastic opportunity this programme offers.   

The instructors from Adventure Works say ‘the girls 

have represented the school, themselves, their fami-
lies and Project K really well. We are so proud of 
them.   

The 2014 group complete their 12 month mentoring 
programme in mid-August and will graduate from the 
programme. 
We have nominated Foa Samuela, who is now in 
Year 12, as the outstanding student from the 2013 
Project K  group.  She will attend a function at Chel-
sea Sugar Works along with students from other 
schools in Auckland. At this function the students will 
speak about the impact the Project K programme 
has had on their lives.  
 

 

ENROLMENT DATES FOR 2016  

2 September— Year 9 out of zone applications close 

Year 9 In-zone – Please get your applications to us as soon as possible  
11 September—Year 9 Entrance Scholarship applications close  

21 October 2015 Year 10-13 out of zone applications close -  
Year 10-13 out of zone ballots held - 6 November 2015 -  
More information is on our website www.aggs.school.nz  
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WATER VIEW CHALLENGE EVENT  

AGGS Year 9 students are participating in a com-
prehensive engineering-related in-school pro-
gramme of learning that culminates in the competi-
tive ‘Waterview Challenge’ event. 

The Waterview Connection project is one of the 
most important infrastructure developments ever to 
take place in New Zealand. Completing a motorway 
ring route around the city, it will unlock Auckland’s 
potential to become a truly world class city.  

Girls were taxied to MIT in Otara. When they arrived 
they were briefed about what Engineers do and the 

courses at MIT and then it was on to problem solv-
ing. The days challenge involved groups building a 
1m by 0.25m bridge using ice cream sticks, hot 
glue, string straws and rubber bands.  

Our girls worked alongside students from Western 
Springs to build the strongest bridge they could. 
Our girls excelled at creating positive team dynam-
ics and consequently the finished bridges were of a 
high standard. The winning bridge was able to sup-
port 4.5 kgs. 

 

Future Engineers at Work 

ETHICS ROAD SHOW 
150 high school students from across Auckland 
gathered in the DWC to take part in the annual 2015 
Senior Ethics Roadshow.   This exciting day consist-
ed of inspiring talks, group discussion sessions and 
impromptu debates and was centred on the ethics 
surrounding crime and punishment. Students were 
pushed to think outside of their comfort zones and 
analyse why we punish others, what makes an act a 
crime and whether we can predict criminal behav-
iour.   
Students were encouraged to consider current is-

sues from a philosophical and ethical point of view 
and to share their ideas with other students.  
Dr. Lynne Bowyer from Otago University led the dis-
cussions, explaining the origins of crime and punish-
ment and talking about the next steps we should take 
as we move into a more global community which in-
creasingly relies on science and technology.  
Hosted by the Centre for Science and Citizenship, the 
2015 Ethics Roadshow was an invaluable and thought
-provoking day which will not be easily forgotten by 
those who attended.       Tamkeen Saeid, Year 12 

Whakapiki Ake Project (WAP) —University of Auckland   
The Whakapiki Ake Project is a recruitment programme that actively engages with rangatahi Māori enrolled in 
secondary schools to promote a career in health and entry into the Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences’ pro-
fessional programmes at University of Auckland .  WAP offers exposure to health career options, assistance for 
students to apply to the Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences and some financial support for successful appli-
cants.  

They will be hosting an Auckland Regional Hui-Ā-Rohe information evening on Monday 24 August 
Whakapiki Ake rangatahi and their whanau are invited to have a discussion and kai.   
Time:  6.30 to 9.00 p.m.  
Venue:  The University of  Auckland, Tamaki Campus, 261 Morrin Road, (Gate 1), St Johns, Auckland 

If you are interested in going, please will you reply to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HAR2015 
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On 26th June we took a team of 21 students to Woodhill Forest to take 
part in the annual secondary school Tough Guy and Gal Challenge.  
The event is a mud-run with streams, cargo nets, electric fences and 
the like and is great fun.  For a number of students this event forms part 
of their Year 13 Physical Education Course and is assessed, for others 
it is just a fun day out and a chance to challenge themselves.  It was 
pleasing to see a number of the PE Students gaining an excellence for 
the event – clearly their training programme paid off.  In addition, Year 
11 student Georgia Boland placed second over-all in the 6km junior 
girls category – our second podium finish in 2 years! 

SPORTING NEWS  

Term 2 saw many of our top teams struggling.  Despite 
this there were several pleasing results with a number 
of our Badminton teams placing in the Term 2 competi-
tion and our Premier Basketball Team showing itself to 
be a real contender for the Auckland Premier title.   

Congratulations must also go to Leilani Vetelino 
and Chante Leafa who were both selected in the 
Auckland U19 Bowling Team to play Queensland.  
Both girls were selected after good performances at 
the Auckland Championships last term. 

Term 2 Round-Up  

Tough Guy and Gal Challenge  

Cheltenham Ladies College Visit  
In the last week of the holidays one of England’s 
most prestigious girls schools visited us to play La-
crosse, Hockey and Netball.  We were the third 
country Cheltenham had visited and were the only 
school they played in New Zealand.  The visitors 
proved too strong for us in the Hockey and  

Lacrosse but thankfully we easily won the two Netball 
games.  Thank you to all the students who came in during 
the holidays to run the event as well as staff members Ms 
Dugdale, Mrs Fatialofa-Patolo, Barbara Whenuaroa and 
the coaches and managers Tui Fatialofa-Patolo and Edith 
Brown. 

Turbo Touch Tournament  
This year we fielded 2 teams in the secondary school 
turbo touch tournament held at Trusts Stadium.  In 
2014 we finished last and second to last so for our 
top team to place 4th and our second team to place 
11th was a huge improvement – well done everyone. 

Lunchtime Sport  
During term three we are offering Fustal (soccer) as 
a lunchtime sport.  This is running on the lower turf 
during Friday and Wednesday lunchtimes. 

New Premier Teams’ Uniforms  
We have just received new Premier Sports Uniforms, 
which will be phased in over the next year.   From 
2016, to help incentivise the return of these uniforms, 
students will pay a bond of $35 when their uniform is 
issued and the money  will be refunded when the 
uniform is returned in good condition at the end of 
the season. 

Sports Prizegiving  
We are starting to compile student achievements for our 
annual sports awards and will be handing out forms in 
form classes during August to record these.  Please note 
that students who have represented AGGS in sport are 
eligible for awards.  In addition to this, the school may 
under some circumstances recognise sports that the 
school does not offer.  Sports Awards will take place 
on Thursday 29th October  

Sports Fees  
Regrettably as we advised in our last Newsletter, this is 
to confirm that , students who have still not paid their 
sports fees will have to be stood down from playing in 
sports teams. We are really sorry to have to take this 
step but in order to cover the cost of transporting stu-
dents to games, entry fees etc we have to ask for a fee. 
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 Caltex has launched a new Fuel Your School” initiative to raise $100,000, to 
provide funding to schools towards improving STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics) activities in the classroom. 

Every time customers redeem their AA Smartfuel savings at Caltex between 27 
July and 23 August, Caltex will donate 25c to the Fuel Your School fund, with 

the goal to reach $100,000 for deserving Kiwi schools.  Primary, intermediate and secondary schools in Auckland and 
throughout New Zealand will be able to apply for grants of up to $5,000 journey in STEM subjects. 

EVENTS CALENDAR TERM 3 2015  

Week 4 
 Mon 10 

Aug to Fri 
14 Aug 

B 

M
A

T
H

S
 W

E
E

K
  

M   

Tu 
AGGS Staff Strategic Plan Meeting 3.30 p.m.  
 ICAS Math Competition Period 2 in D30  

W 
Community Consultation on BOT Strategic Plan, Clendon Park School, Manurewa 
at 7 p.m. 

Th 

 Connecting with Music Concert - Year 10 Music students 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. Auckland 
Town Hall  
Year 13 Bio to the Zoo periods 3 & 4  

F 
Year 10 Peer Mediators at the Peace Symposium, Western Springs Garden Hall 8.30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Year 13 Art History to McCahon House periods 2 to 4   

Week 5 
Mon 17 

Aug to Fri 
21 Aug 

A 

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

S
 W

E
E

K
 

M Dress rehearsal AGGS production - Matinee at 12.15 p.m. for Intermediate Schools 

Tu 
 
AGGS School Production 'Dream Girls' Opening Night  7 p.m.  

W 

Dream Girls Production perfomance evening 7 p.m. 
Final game for all Prem and Senior A Netball teams 
Football - Girls APC Final 
Year 13 Classical Studies to Lysistrata at Q Theatre 6 - 9 p.m.  
Community Consultation on BOT Strategic Plan—Old St Michaels Church, Corbans 
Art Centre, Henderson 
 

Th 
Production performance evening 7 p.m. 
Lacrosse AKSS Girls One Day Tournament 

F Last performance of Dream Girls  7 p.m. 

Sa Final Netball game for Year 9, Year 10 and Seniors (excl Prem A and Sen A) 

Week 6  
Mon 24 

Aug to Fri 
28 Aug 

B 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 W
E

E
K

 

M 

3.30pm - 5.30pm Staff First Aid Training - Jubilee Library 
MAINZ Lunchtime Concert TBC 
Community Consultation on BOT Strategic Plan, Jubilee Library at 7 p.m.  
 

Tu 
Lyp Synch competition at lunchtime 
Board of Trustees Meeting 5.30 p.m. Jubilee Library  

W Super Hero Dress Up Day  
Year 10 Option Choice Assembly  

Th  Kahurangi Whanau Consultation on BOT Strategic Plan, Clendon Park School, Ma-
nurewa  7 p.m. 

F   

Week 7 
Mon 31 

Aug to Fri 4 
Sep  

A 

W
in

ter T
o

u
rn

am
en

t W
eek 

N
o

 S
en

io
r T

rip
s 

M 
Upper North Island Sec Schools Netball Tournament Premier A in Hamilton 
NZSS Football venue tbc 
Technical Rehearsal Year 11 Drama in DWC 3.30 to 8.00 p.m. 

Tu 
Dress Rehearsal Year 11 Drama DWC 3.30 to 8.00 p.m. 
 

W 
Basketball Zone 1 Regionals to Saturday 5 September venue tbc 
Board of Trustees Student Election  (long form time) 
Year 11 Production in DWC booked from 3.30 to 8.00 p.m. 

Th Founding Day Assembly  

F 1st XV Rugby 4 to 6 September, Palmerston North         cont’d 



 

 

 

 

EVENTS CALENDAR TERM 3 2015  cont’d 

Week 8 
Mon 7 Sep 
to Fri 11 

Sep 
B 

N
o

 S
en

io
r T

rip
s 

M   

Tu Academic Pathway Interviews 2.30 to 8 p.m.  
W   

Th 
Senior Practice Exams start 
11MAA and 11MAA  to sit e-MCAT in C6 and C8 period 1. 

F 
Basketball Greater Auckland finals ‐ North Shore Events Centre 
Large Group Photos today ‐ Staff, Prefects etc.  
Last day for feedback on BOT Strategic Plan 

Week 9 
Mon 14 Sep 

to Fri 18 
Sep 

A 

N
o

 S
en

io
r T

rip
s 

M   

Tu   

W 
Year 10 Business Challenge 80 students 3 days HDAL TIC  
Netball Prizegiving in the Study Hall 6 to 8.30 p.m.   

Th 
Year 10 Business Challenge 80 students 3 days HDAL TIC  
Junior Volleyball Season begins 

F 
Year 10 Business Challenge 80 students 3 days HDAL TIC  
Senior Exams Finish  

Sa Premier Jnr Volleyball Season begins 

Week 10 
Mon 21 Sep 

to Fri 25 
Sep 

B 

T
ech

n
o

lo
g

y W
eek

 
N

o
 S

en
io

r T
rip

s 

M Year 12 Production Assessment Dress Rehearsal DWC booked 3.30 to 6.00 p.m. 

Tu 
Running Road Race - AKSS Champs 
Year 12 Drama Production in DWC booked 3.30 to 6.00 p.m. 
Board of Trustees Meeting 5.30 p.m. Jubilee Library  

W 
St Mary's Ipswich, Brisbane, Netball visit pds 3 to 5 
St Mary's Choir practising with AGGS choir period 4  
St Mary's and AGGS Choirs combined lunchtime concert in DWC 

Th NZ Philosophy Teachers Conference in the Jubilee Library 2 days 

F 
Peer Support Farewell with Year 9 Form Classes 
End of Term 3 

Sa 
NZSS Basketball Champs (28 Sep to 3 October)  
Prem A Netball at Sec Schl Champs Ashburton (5 - 9 Oct) if team qualifies. 

UN Youth New Zealand’s Pacific Project 2015 is an 
annual trip for ten high school students which com-
bines a week at the prestigious UN Youth Australia 
National Conference with a cultural exchange and 
volunteering experience on a Pacific Island.  
The nine other delegates and I had the honour of 
representing  NZ at the conference in Hobart, fol-
lowed by working as volunteers  in Port Vila, Vanu-
atu. 

The theme of the National Conference was 
‘Shaping Our Tomorrow: The Millennium Develop-
ment Goals and Beyond’. Without a doubt, the Va-
nuatu leg of the trip has got to be the highlight of my 
Pacific Project 2015 experience. The children and 
the adults I met in the island made a significant im-
pact on my life.  This component of the trip chal-
lenged my physical abilities as we spent all day out 
in the sun visiting different schools, playing with the 
kindergarten students, delivering seedlings to a lo-
cal community, handing out 400 live chickens to 
farmers in Ekasup Village and clearing out a section 
of land for two hours under the heat of the Vanuatu 
sun.   
Zephyr Sacayan Year 13 

UN Youth New Zealand’s Pacific Project 2015  

Zephyr Sacayan 3rd from left second row in Vanuatu 


