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 Friday 20 March at 2.54 p.m. Fijian Group 

 Saturday 21 March at 9.10 a.m.  
Kahurangi ki Maungawhau   

 21 March at 12 noon—Niuean Group 

 
FIA FIA NIGHTS 

A number of groups are holding fia fia  nights  
prior to the  festival..  These will be in the DWC.  

 Monday 16 March at 7 p.m. Cook Islands  

 Tuesday 17 March at 7 p.m. Tongan Group 

 Wednesday 18 March at 6 pm. Samoan 
Group 

 Thursday 19 March at 6.30 p.m. Niuean 
Group 

 

As always we know our students will represent 
themselves, their school and their cultures, with 
pride, skill and great dignity.   

ASB POLYFEST 2015   
at the Manukau Sports Bowl  

18 to 21 March  
This year is the 40th anniversary of the ASB Polyfest 
and it promises to be bigger and better than ever be-
fore.  Approximately 200 Auckland Girls’ students will 
be performing at Polyfest.    
Information about the festival is available on the festival 
website www.asbpolyfest.com.  Information about per-
formance times is under the heading Stage Info and 
then Stage Schedule 2015. 

Please check on line to make sure there are no chang-
es but at the moment the schedule for AGGS groups 
performances is as follows: 

 Thursday 19 March—12.05 p.m. Iti Kahurangi 

 Friday 20 March at 12 noon—Cook Islands  

 Friday 20 March at 9.30 a.m- Samoan Group 

 Friday 20 March  at 8.42 a.m.—Tongan Group 

 Friday 20 March at 2.36 p.m.—Indian Group 

Tongan Group Practising after school 
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AGGS 2015 DREAMGIRLS PRODUCTION 
Attention all SHOW STOPPERS! 

Auditions for the AGGS 2015 ‘Dreamgirls’ production will be held from  
23 March to 27 March.  

 

All those auditioning to be a singer for the production, must prepare a song- two verses and a chorus- either as 
a solo artist or a group.  

All those auditioning to be an actor for the production, must come to the Drama Department (G15) and collect 
a short script from Mrs. Lee-Cooper or Ms. Smith-Roy, or have prepared one of your own. 

All those auditioning to be a dancer for the production need some choreography (does not have to be original) 
ready with a minimum of 16 bars (preferably something jazz/contemporary/modern) as either a solo dancer or 
in a maximum group of 5.  

Students should come to the DWC at 3.30 p.m. on the following days (finish at 5.30) 
 

 Monday 23 March  Year 13 

 Tuesday 24 March  Year 12 

 Wednesday 25 March  Year 11 

 Thursday 26 March  Year 10 

 Friday 27 March  Year 9 

 

PARENT PORTAL 
NCEA ASSESSMENTS 

 

The parent portal is available for all par-
ents to access.   It contains key infor-
mation about your daughter’s timetable 
and courses at Auckland Girls’ Grammar 
School.   

You can access the assessment calendar 
and see when her assessments are sched-
uled and assignments due.  
You can also access the latest School 
Newsletter, book Parent/Teacher interview 
times, check contact and medical infor-
mation and, for senior students, print off 
their NCEA summary reports.  

We recommend that you talk to your 
daughter on a regular basis so you can 
support her during her assessment times.   

At any stage you can contact her Dean or 
the Senior Course Advisor, Ms Konrath ,  
gkonrath@aggs.school.nz for advice. 

If you have any problems with logging onto 
the Parent Portal, please contact  Judy 
Revell in the school office, 
jrevell@aggs.school.nz . 

Year 11 Global Thinking Project 2015 
Year 11 students will spend one option 
line in Terms 1, 2 and 3 taking part in a 
global thinking project.   In Term 4, this 
option line will be available as support-
ed exam study time. 

Students will develop critical thinking 
skills to understand what it means to be 

a global citizen, identify global issues that are important to 
them and find positive ways to participate in society.  This 
will be student-centred learning – facilitated by teachers. 

Why take part in Global Thinking? 

Educated at Auckland Girls’, Equipped for the World.  The 
purpose of this course is to help us understand our own 
identity and our place in the world by exploring different 
cultural perspectives.  Students will be encouraged to ask 
questions and develop critical thinking skills, equipping 
them with knowledge, skills and values to participate as 
active citizens.  

The global thinking project supports the Values, Principles 
and Key Competencies of the New Zealand Curriculum.  
While there are no NCEA assessments in this course, 
global thinking projects can support assessments in other 
subjects.  Skills development and participation will be rec-
orded and reported. As well as supporting other subjects 
and co-curricular activities, these skills will broaden career 
horizons and build confidence. 
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  AGGS POPPY WALL  
Anzac Day falls this year in the first week of Term 2.    Anzac Day is 
auspicious because it is one hundred years since the Anzac troops 
landed at Gallipoli.   
 
In recognition of this special day the students of Year 11 History , who 
are studying the ANZAC campaign and the Years 9 and 10 Social 
Studies classes and other interested girls and teachers are making 
poppies out of crepe  paper, felt , copper, pottery and knitting and  
crocheting poppies  to make a wall of poppies to hang in the Study 
Hall in remembrance of those men and women who lost their lives in 
in World War 1 and indeed all wars.   

 
SCIENCE HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES COME 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
 

HANDS ON SCIENCE  
In January, I attended Hands-on Science, a Science 
Programme at Otago University for secondary students 
from all over New Zealand.  
I had the most amazing time participating in such a 
unique science experience, which combined research 
based projects in the lab, in the field and well outside 
the square.  It was an excellent opportunity for students 
like myself to see scientists in action in real-life situa-
tions and discover the exciting diversity of scientific re-
search and its countless practical applications.  
The experience allowed me to meet several driven and 
likeminded individuals and truly inspired me to consider 
science as a career pathway. Hands-on Science was 
the highlight of my school holidays and I strongly en-
courage you to apply for next year’s programme!  

Nina Santos Year 12 
P.S.  Nina has also been chosen as a delegate for the 
Ministry of Youth Development’s National Youth  
Advisory Group. 

ROTARY NATIONAL SCIENCE FORUM 
Hinerangi Curtis, Nafanua Pili and I, Emily Twort, 
were three of the 180 Year 13 students across New 
Zealand and Australia selected to attend the Rotary 
National Science and Technology Forum during the 
summer holidays.   
It was a two week long experience and we stayed at 
O’Rorke Hall in Auckland for the duration of the Forum. 
We attended lectures and modules run by Auckland, 
AUT, Massey and Melbourne Universities.  
After leaving the forum, we all found that we had 
opened our minds to new possibilities for careers in sci-
ence and where they could take us.  
The Forum was about more than science though. We 
are all ‘professional’ volleyball players after the hotly 

contested volleyball tournament. We discovered that 
we have some epic chanting voices after losing our 
voices multiple times and noise control turning up to 
O’Rorke on a few occasions, and most importantly, 
we made many friends from across New Zealand 
and Australia. It was an amazing experience and we 
would 100% recommend people to apply for the Fo-
rum in the future if given the  
opportunity.  

 Prime Minister’s Youth Award 
Foa Samuelu is a Year 12 student at 
AGGS.  In 2013 she was a member of 
the Project K group.  
As part of Project K the girls are men-
tored for 12 months and last year, with 
the help of her mentor, Sheryl Greer, 
Foa applied for a Prime Ministers Youth 

Award and was successful. Congratulations Foa.  
 

What does this involve? 
In January, Foa and the other 23 successful applicants, 
spent two days with the Military at the Defence Force in 
Hobsonville focusing on developing leadership and 
team building skills. The rest of the week was spent in 
Taupo participating in activities, such as jet skiing and 
reflecting on what they had learnt during their time with 
the military.  
 

What did Foa learn? 
‘I have learnt the value of courage and self-
determination. Facing adversity is all part of our human 
nature, and challenges are only temporary hardships 
that hold lessons that will guide us through a life time. 
Overcoming difficulties is what builds and strengthens 
character. In the past, a lack of confidence has locked 
me in a closet of restrictions and limitations. I also 
learnt the importance of responsibility, punctuality, per-
sistence, motivation, determination and organization. 
Skills and lessons I will keep focusing on, so I never 
lose sight of my own version of success. This was a 
fantastic opportunity and I feel really privileged to have 
been selected’.  
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Welcome to our International Students, those who are new to AGGS and those girls who have returned 
after spending the summer holidays in their home countries.   
This lovely picture (in colour on our web site) was taken on Tuesday 17 February at the International stu-
dents Orientation day. The group visited a number of landmarks in the CBD before catching the ferry to 
Devonport.   

 

TERM 1 SPORTING NEWS  

Athletics Day on 10 February was our first big 
school wide sporting event.  Everything started rou-
tinely enough until  8:40am when the buses did not 
arrive.  It turned out that the bus company had 
booked the buses for Friday not Tuesday!  Despite 
the drama, 16 buses were scrambled for us and an 
hour later, all of Year 9 and 10 and 100 senior stu-
dents arrived at Mt Smart.  Despite the late arrival 
things ran exceptionally smoothly and a great day 
was had by all. 
 

Congratulations to this year’s Junior, Intermediate 
and Senior Champions: 

Junior Champion Charlize Tumu-Makara  10DO 
Intermediate Champion   Sarina Simon  11RH 
Senior Champion  Sisilia Tuipolotu Yr 13 

Nine students were selected from our school Athlet-
ics Day to represent AGGS at the Athletics Zones 
Meet at Mt Smart on Tuesday 3rd March.   
 

What a successful day this was.   
Ofa Hakeai won the Senior Shot Put and the Senior 
Discus by a massive 13+ metres. 
The Intermediate Long Jump was won by Sarina 
Simons and the Junior Shot Put by Talia Kahuia.  
These three AGGS athletes have qualified for the 
Greater Auckland Championships to be held on 17th 
March.  

We also gained 2nd place in both the Intermediate 
100m and Intermediate 4x100m Relays that featured 
two junior runners.   
 
Swimming Sports  was next on the sporting 
agenda and on 16 February  a small group of keen 
swimmers competed with the following results 
Junior Champion     Maia Adams 9PR 
Intermediate Champion Ursula Heremaia   11WS 
Senior Champion Mikayla McNabb   Yr 13 
 
From the school swimming sports four students pro-
gressed to the zone competition on 23rd February: 

Swimming Central/West Zone Team: 

Intermediate 
Ursula Heremaia   Breaststroke, Butterfly, Freestyle 
Manaia Tangaere  Breaststroke, Freestyle 

Senior 
Milly Grant-Mackie           Freestyle 
Mikayla McNabb   Butterfly, Freestyle 

At the zones our 4x50m Senior Medley Relay fin-
ished 2nd to a very strong Avondale team that fea-
tured the current NZ Open Women’s Breaststroke 
Champion!   Mikayla McNabb also finished a credible 
3rd in the Senior Butterfly. 
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Waka Ama Senior Regionals  
Less than a week later and 30 students travelled to 
Orakei Basin to take part in the Auckland Secondary 
School Waka Ama Championships.  It was always 
going to be a struggle to live up to the expectations 
from 2014 when we became the first school to win 
every event but we acquitted ourselves well becoming 
the best performing school in the girls races for the 
second year in a row.   
With the team arriving at 7:30am and leaving just be-
fore 7pm it was a long day for everyone but when the 
last of the 64 races had finished we were very 
pleased to have won a couple of titles and a number 
of podium finishes: 
Novice Girls 250m     3rd Championship Final 
U16 Girls 250m         1st Championship Final 
U16 Girls 500m  1st Championship Final 
U16 Mixed (with De La Salle) 3rd Championship Final 
U19A Girls 250m 3rd Championship Final 
U19C Girls 250m 3rd Plate Final 
U19A Girls 500m 3rd Championship Final 
U19B Girls 500m Plate Finalist 
U19 Mixed (with De La Salle) 2nd Championship Final 
While it was great to retain both U16 titles, the high-
lights were the mixed races for our U16 & U19 crews.  
Waka Ama is one of the few secondary school sports 
that allows mixed teams from different schools to 
compete alongside co-ed schools.  We teamed up 
with De La Salle College for these races.                

The two groups of students had not met or practised 
before the mixed races so we were delighted to finish a 
very close 2nd and 3rd respectively in the mixed races.    

Waka Ama Nationals start on 23 March and 18 stu-
dents have been selected to represent AGGS at this 
event, where we will be hoping to improve on our five 
second placings from 2014. 

Other Sport 
The Term 1 Touch competition has been taking place 
at Coxs Bay on Tuesdays where we have a team in 
each of the A and B Grades.  Of particular mention is 
our A team which has qualified for the Greater Auck-
land Championships. 

Tennis started on Saturday 28th February and our 
school team, many of whom are new to tennis is enjoy-
ing competing, although, to dae, without success. 
In Volleyball our Senior team is finding the going tough. 
A keen group of 12 girls had a very enjoyable time 
competing in the Auckland Petanque competition last 
Friday.  

In addition to these sports, Diving, Dragon Boating, 
Kilikiti, and Tag have all been training for their respec-
tive one day tournaments which will take place over the 
next few weeks. 

More sporting news, pictures, details of draws, 
photos etc are on our AGGS Sport Facebook Page.   

 

Sarina Simons winning the Intermedi-
ate Long Jump Talia Kahuia gets ready to throw the win-

ning shot put 
Mr Meads blitzes the field in the 
staff/student relay at Athletics Day 

Petanque concentration 

All together 
now—AGGS 
swimming 
sports.  
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  POLYCATION 
The POLYCATION mentoring programme is now in 
its third year and we are pleased to report that this  
programme has been successful for the students 
who  have been involved. 
This is an AGGS initiative in alignment with the 
Pasifika Education Plan, to help raise the achieve-
ment of our Pasifika students.  
Former students, who are mainly studying at ter-
tiary level, volunteer their time every Wednesday 
after school to mentor and tutor groups of students 
from Year 10 – Year 13. 
This year the focus is on maintaining and increas-
ing the level of NCEA endorsements from Level 1 
to Level 3.  Opportunities have also been made to 
include a number of Year 9 students for the first 
time. 
Students were informed at assemblies and through 
the notices that the closing date was Friday 6 
March. 
If your daughter was successful in her application, 
you will soon receive a letter informing you of  
POLYCATION and our initial meeting. Please  
ensure that you are able to attend. 
Please contact Ms Peters if you would like to find 
out more about this wonderful mentoring pro-
gramme, or if you are able to assist in any shape or 
form. 
lpeters@aggs.school.nz       307 4180 ext 894 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
The next two meetings of the Board will be held on 
Tuesday 17 March and on Tuesday 21 April at 
5.30 p.m. in the Jubilee Library. 

Board meetings are open to the public and you are 
most welcome to attend.  

 

VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
The Board is very keen to co-opt  a Financial 
Advisor to assist and contribute to the Finan-
cial Governance of the school.  It is seeking 
someone with a financial background and  an 
accounting qualification.   

If you are interested in finding out more or in 
joining the Board in this capacity,  please con-
tact the Board Chair, Tania Tarawa on   
021 179 7227 or by e-mail to 
tania.tarawa@gmail.com  or the Principal on 
307 4180 or by e-mail to   
lthomson@aggs.school.nz  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES  
Thursday 2 April   Progress reports handed out 
      Last day of Term 1 

Monday 20 April    first day of Term 2 

Thursday 30 April   Parent Teacher Interviews 1 

Tuesday 5 May       Parent Teacher Interviews 2  

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

Learn about Fashion or Create your own Ball Gown this Easter break at NZ 
Academy of Fashion's holiday workshops. e. contact@fashiondesign.co.nz 
or p 475 5868 or call in at Level 5, 5 Short Street, Newmarket.  Website 
www.fashiondesign.co.nz  

 

St Heliers School is holding a community fair on Sunday 22nd March from 
10am - 2pm. There will be something for everyone with games for all ages, a 
mouth-watering array of food and a wide range of crafts and plants available to 
purchase. We also have an impressive range of second-hand furniture, books, 
clothes and toys for sale. This will be a fun-filled family day for all.  
 

Wellpark College of Natural Therapies in Grey Lynn is running a series of 
community courses. Details are on their website http://wellpark.co.nz/
community-courses/ 
 

The Isabel Fish Academy runs courses in Drama, Communication and Perfor-
mance Arts.  For more information visit their website www.isabelfish.co.nz 

KICK START BREAKFAST 
Please encourage your daughter to take advantage 
of the free breakfast supplied for students on Monday 
through to Thursday outside the nurses office (8.15- 
8.45 am except Wed 9-9.30am).  This initiative is 
sponsored by Sanitarium and Fonterra and enables 
our girls to  start the day with a full stomach and bet-
ter able to concentrate in class.   We always welcome 
any donations of tin fruit.  These can be dropped off 
to the main school office or at the Health Centre. 

PLEASE CHECK  
With the current spell of 
hot weather our School 
Nurse has noticed an 
increase in the inci-
dence of head lice.  It 
may pay to check your 
daughter and other fam-
ily members hair and 
consult your pharmacist 
if you need medication 
for this.  Alternatively 
our nurse can give ad-
vice on treatment.  You 
can contact her by call-
ing 307 4180 ext 849 or 
by e-mail at 
nurse@aggs.school.nz . 


