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STRATEGIC PLAN 
Once again thank you to all those parents and students who 
took the opportunity to comment on the first draft of the 
plan.  The Board has read and considered all the feedback and 
has made a number of  changes to the document.  The re-
vised draft of the Strategic Plan is now available on the AGGS 
web site www.aggs.school.nz .  You are invited to com-
ment by means of a survey which can also be accessed 
through the website.  The draft Strategic Plan is open for 
viewing now to Thursday 10 December and we invite you to 
submit your feedback and comments on the plan by complet-
ing  the survey.  

The last meeting of the Board for this year will be on Tues-
day 15 December at 5.30 p.m. it will be held in the Jubi-
lee Library.  Board meetings are open to the public and  you 
are warmly invited to attend.  At this meeting the Board 
hopes to adopt the Strategic Plan, ready for implementation 
in 2016.  

JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING  
Wednesday 9 December at 10.45 a.m.  

Parents and caregivers of our Year 9 and 10 students are 
warmly invited to attend our Junior Prizegiving on Wednes-
day 9 December at 10.45 a.m.  The ceremony will last for 
approximately an hour and a half.   All Year 9 and 10 students 
are expected to attend Prizegiving.  Wednesday 9 December is also 
the last day of school for 2015.  Junior students will receive their 
final school reports on this Wednesday also.   School buses will 
run as normal in the morning and will leave school at 12.20 
p.m. after Prizegiving. 

We are looking forward to celebrating your daughters’ 
achievements and do hope you will be able to join us.   

On the AGGS website we have provided a link to the major 
scholarships and grants that were awarded to our senior stu-
dents at their Prizegiving ceremony in November.  You may 
be interested to have a look at this. 

The first day of term for our girls who will be in Year 10  
next year will be Wednesday3 February.  For our 
Year 11 girls the first day of term will be Thurs-
day 4 February.   School will start at 9 a.m. and finish 
at 2 p.m. on those days.  School buses will run at the 
regular times in the morning and will leave school at 2 
p.m. in the afternoons.   

Friday 5 February will be a normal school day , i.e. 
school will start at 8.50 a.m. and finish at 3.20 p.m.  

These details and details of the opening date and times of 
the School Uniform Shop will be on our website 
www.aggs.school.nz  

START OF TERM 1 2016  

Homestay Families Wanted for AGGS  International Students  

We are keen to hear from warm, kind and caring families, who would be willing to host one of our International students in 
2016.  

Ideally families should live within two bus zones of Central Auckland.   

Hosting an International student is a great way to learn about another culture.  The students pay a competitive weekly rate 
for their room and board.   

Please contact Jenny Goodwin for more information about what hosting a student involves.     
021-0651942     jgoodwin@aggs.school.nz 
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YEAR 10 ACTIVE LIFESTYLES    Wed 2nd, Thurs 3rd, Fri 4th December 

While our Year 9 students are busy becoming more “Asia Aware’ all of our Year 10 students will be involved in an Active 
Lifestyles Programme.  All three days are compulsory for students and a letter to the Principal with a 

valid reason will need to be written if your daughter cannot attend any of these days. 
Wednesday 2nd December  
All Year 10 students will be at school attending the Team Building sports day in Western Park 

Thursday 3rd December 
Students who have paid to go on the optional activities: Waiwera Hot Pools, Ice Skating/
Jump, Snow Planet, Nature Walk and Surfing will go out on this day.   All other Year 
10  students will go to Lake Pupuke for the day, where they will take part in kayaking and oth-
er water based activities.  

Friday 4th December 
Students who have paid to go on the optional activities:  Ten Pin Bowling/Movies and Rocket 
Ropes/Adventure Golf will go out on this day.  Students who have not paid for any optional 
activities will stay at school for a school based sports day.  All other students will go to Lake 
Pupuke (i.e. those girls that went to the optional activities on Thursday). 

PUNCTUALITY SYSTEM FOR YEARS 9 AND 10 

We are very pleased with the way that our trial of the new system for reducing the number of students who are late to 
school is working.  Thank you for your help with this.  We are planning to introduce the new system, which was detailed 
in our last Newsletter to the whole school in 2016 and we look forward to your continued support to ensure that your 
daughter is at school on time every day.   

YEAR 9 RICH TASK—ASIA AWARE 
From Wednesday 2 December to Friday 4 December our 
Year 9 students will move out of their normal timetable and 
into an Asia Awareness programme.  

Students will experience various aspects of life from 
six Asian countries (Korea, China, Japan, Philip-
pines, Thailand and India).   Each student will learn 
about the art, music, dance, martial arts, food, cul-
ture and basic language of two of the countries.  
Students will also be given a workbook of additional 
activities to complete.     

The programme will begin and conclude with festi-
vals of Asian culture in the DWC.  Outside per-
formers plus AGGS students will take part in these 
festivals.  Students will see and learn about Tai Chi, 
traditional musical instruments, Taekwon Do, Taiko 
drumming, Bollywood, Thai-kickboxing and Punja-
bi dance.   

This will be a time for our Year 9 students to try 
new things, learn new skills, have fun and become 
more aware of the peoples and culture of some of 
our Asian neighbours.   

We have been running this programme for a number of 
years and it is always  an enjoyable learning experience for 
our girls.  
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FUN WITH SCIENCE  

The Science Faculty held its annual Science Careers Expo in the Study Hall on Tuesday 24th November. The expo featured 
stands and displays from all of the local tertiary  providers plus Kia Ora Hauora, which  promotes health careers for Māori 
students. This year, as well as finding out about the wide range of science courses available,  students had the opportunity to 
learn  how drones are used in conservation, how an x-ray tube works, play with slime, build a Menger sponge (a fractal sol-
id), and handle fossils that are millions of years old. 

The expo is part of the Science Department’s strategy for encouraging students, particularly Māori and Pasifika to continue 
with science and to widen students’ perceptions of the range of science careers available. The junior school is a key time for 
this as students’ decisions about subjects to study in Year 11 can have a major impact on their ability to continue in science 
after secondary school. 

The presenters had just as much fun as the girls—
below is the text of an e-mail from AUT Univer-
sity.    
“Thank you for having us at your Science Expo yester-
day, it was a great event to be part of and a great op-
portunity to engage with your young students and dis-
play some of the fun you can have in Science. The three 
Science faculty members all commented to me how your 
girls were “the politest group of students they have ever 
met” and were thrilled to see how engaged and interest-
ed they were in Science.       All in all a great day.” 

KILIKITI AT THE DOMAIN  

On Wednesday the 18th of November, two teams represented AGGS at the College Sport Kilikiti tournament in the Auck-
land Domain. The girls looked smart in their gold and blue lavalavas and they participated with great enthusiasm and 
sportsmanship throughout the day.  

Both teams demonstrated how well drilled they were by coaches Lafi Peters, Dana Heiford and Henry McLaughlin, making 
it through to the semi finals, where they played each other!   The AGGS vs AGGS semi saw the gold team move onto the 
3rd and 4th playoff and the blue team progress to the final where,  sadly, it was beaten by Avondale College. The teams 
placed 4th and 2nd respectively, which were tremendous results, making us all proud.  Kilikiti was a winner on the day! 
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 SPORTS AWARDS  

Our annual sports awards took place on Thursday 29th October.   
As in past years, there were a number of fantastic performances 
recognised among the nearly 200 awards presented at the cere-
mony.  Special mention to our top award winners – the Wahine 
Toa Junior and Senior Sportswomen of the Year: Elianna 
Tuaiti and Ofa Hakeai.  Ofa picked up her second consecu-
tive Senior Sportswoman of the year award after her continued 
success in athletics.  She takes part in her last ever Secondary 
School event in the first weekend of December when she repre-
sents AGGS for the final time in the New Zealand Secondary 
School Championships – we wish her the very best! 

Elianna Tuaiti won this year’s Wahine Toa Junior Sports-
woman of the year thanks to her exploits in Basketball.  The 
Year 10 student is a key member of the AGGS Premier Basket-
ball team and Auckland Counties U17 Representative Team.  
She was named in the NZ U17 Tournament team at nationals 
and was the only AGGS Basketball player invited to trial for the 
NZ U19 Women’s Team. 

This year’s best all-round sportswoman went to Year 10 student 
Charlize-Gazelle Tumu-Makara who has represented the 
school in a number of sports including Netball, Touch, Basket-
ball, Kilikiti and Athletics.  She was our Junior Athletics Cham-
pion and went on to represent AGGS at the Zone and Greater 
Auckland Athletics Champs, was captain or vice-captain for the 
Senior and Junior Touch teams – both of which won their way 
through to the Greater Auckland Champs.  She also captained 
the Auckland U15 #2 through to the National Final, a feat made 
more impressive when you consider that the team beat the 
Auckland U15 #1 in the semi-final!  Last but not least she was a 
member of the Auckland U21 and U17 Touch Teams and rep-
resented AGGS in Premier Basketball at the Regional and Na-
tional Championships. 

Hand‐Up Foundation Scholarships 

Since 2008 the Hand-Up Foundation has been providing many 
of our top sporting students with the financial means to com-
pete in their chosen sport.  During this time the 12 recipients 
have gained 8 national secondary school titles and have repre-
sented their country in 11 different national teams.  Of the for-
mer recipients who have now left AGGS,  two competed at the 
last Netball World Cup, one is the current Oceania Discus 
Champion, and another is on a Basketball Scholarship in the 
United States. 

The 2016 recipients for the Hand-Up Foundation scholarships 
were announced at this year’s Sports Awards.    They were: 

 Elianna Tuaiti (Basketball) 
 Rautea Mitchell (Waka Ama) 
 Saylor Roi (Waka Ama) 
As part of the scholarship the students receive $1500 towards 
their sports fees as well as an ipad.  

2016 Athletics Academy 

We are intending to run an Athletics academy next year 
and have been in talks with a number of coaches.   This is 
part of a plan to increase the profile and presence of 
AGGS in the sport at both local and National Level.  
What many may not know is that the school has had 
more national titles in Athletics than every other sport in 
the school combined over the last decade!  As a school 
we have huge natural talent and it is our intent to work 
with a selection of top club and national level coaches to 
target athletes with potential in the throwing and sprint-
ing disciplines.  

2016 Netball 

Planning for the new Year 9 & 10 Netball Academy is 
well underway.  A full netball programme for 2016 will 
be available at the Netball trials on 13th February 
and will include all the key information for parents and 
students.  The school is making a significant investment 
into netball for the coming season and we are very keen 
to ensure that our largest sport is well resourced and that 
students are given every opportunity to excel.  

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to wish you 
all a very happy, safe and relaxing summer holiday. 

Thank you for trusting us with your daughter’s educa-
tion.  It is a responsibility that we take very seriously.  

We look forward to seeing your daughter back at school 
next year, refreshed, energized and ready for another 
great year.  

Liz Thomson 
Principal  

Thank you to Datacom and Congratulations to 
Year 11 student, Ofa Tupou, who was the lucky  
recipient of a PC donated by Datacom.  Ofa is interested 
in computers and  is taking 11 Computing Science.  


