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External examinations start on Friday 6th No-
vember and run until Friday 4th December.   

The NCEA external examination timetable can be found on 
the NZQA website http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ - search for 
examination timetable 2015.   A copy of the timetable is also 
attached at the back of this Newsletter. 

For the very best results your daughter should make a revision 
plan and revise each evening and on the weekends.   Subject 
teachers will also be providing lunchtime tutorials and other 
revision and study opportunities. 

Students were given an information booklet, which contained 
a full set of instructions and examination rules a few weeks 
ago.   Please make sure that you go through this with your 
daughter and that you keep it, along with a copy of the exami-
nation timetable in an easily accessible location.  

Important Examination Reminders 

 Check the timetable to be sure of the date and start time 
for each examination.  Morning exams start at 9.30 a.m. 
and afternoon exams start at 2 p.m. 

 Students should arrive at least 20 minutes before the start 
of each examination.   

 Students who arrive more than 30 minutes after the 
exam has started will not be allowed to enter the 
exam room.   Missed examinations cannot be done at 
a later date 

 Allow plenty of time to get to each examination – 
being stuck in traffic is not an acceptable excuse for being 
late! 

 Students must take their admission slips to 
every exam, which must be face up on the desk 
during all exams.   

 If lost, students can reprint the admission slip by 
logging onto their learner login on the NZQA web-
site.  This must be signed by Ms Lamberton before 
students will be allowed to sit the exam. 

 Students must also bring photo ID to each 
exam, such as a school ID card, driver’s licence 
etc.    

 Students must bring their own pens, pencils and cal-
culator (if approved).  Students must not bring any 
blank or refill paper into the exam room.   

 

Parents and Caregivers of our Year 12 and 13 stu-
dents and of our Prizewinning Year 11 students are 
invited to attend our Senior Prizegiving on Tues-
day 3 November.   

This is always a very special occasion on our school calendar 
when we acknowledge and celebrate the achievements of 
our senior students.   

All Year 12 and 13 students must attend Prizegiv-
ing.  Year 11 Prizewinners must also attend.  All other 
Year 11 students are welcome to attend but they must be in 
full school uniform, alternatively, they may choose to spend 
the day studying at home.   

Tuesday 3 November is the last day of school for 
our Year 11, 12 and 13 students.   
Senior students will receive their final reports for 
the year on Monday 2nd or Tuesday 3rd November. 

Prizegiving is always very well attended.  Some parking 
will be available through Gates 2 & 4.  Parking is always at 
a premium for Prizegiving so we recommend you get here 
early.   The event is not really suitable for small children 
and babies.   

There will be no school for our Year 9 and 10 stu-
dents on Tuesday 3 November.   
School buses will run at the normal times in the mornings.  
There will be no school buses in the afternoon of Prize-
giving day and students will need to find their own way 
home after Prizegiving.  We expect that Prizegiving will 
last approximately 2 hours.   
Other important Term 4 dates are detailed later in this 
Newsletter, please ensure that you note these in your dia-
ries.   

SENIOR PRIZEGIVING TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER AT 11.00 A.M.  

NCEA EXAMINATIONS 
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STRATEGIC PLAN 

Thank you to all those parents and students who took the 
opportunity to attend one of the consultation meetings to 
discuss the Strategic Plan, or to complete the Feedback 
document.   

The Board is now reviewing the feedback it has received 
and making changes to the original document, based on 
this feedback.  The revised document will be  available as 
soon as this process  is complete.   

Board of Trustees Meetings 

The next meeting of the Board of Trustees will be on 
Tuesday 27 October at 5.30 p.m. in the Jubilee  
Library.  Board meetings are open to the public and  you 
are warmly invited to attend. 

SPORTS AWARDS 
Thursday 29 October—1.20– to 3.20 p.m. in the DWC 

We will be acknowledging the sporting achievements of our students at our Annual Sports Award Ceremony on 29 Octo-
ber.    

Our guest speaker will be recently retired Black Fern, Rochelle Martin - three times Women's World Cup Champion and 
former NZ Women's Rugby player of the year.  In addition to her sporting achievements Rochelle  is also NZ's first woman 
fire station chief.  

MEDIA NIGHT 

Wednesday 28 October 6.30 to 
8.00 p.m. in the Study Hall 
Family and friends of our Year 10 to Year 13 
Media Studies students are invited to come and 

see some of the 
films and the great 
work your daugh-
ters have been 
doing this year in 
their Media Studies 
classes.   

   All welcome. 

NZQA FEES  
If you have not yet paid your daughter’s NZQA fees it 
is extremely important that you do so now.   A pen-
alty charge will apply to all unpaid fees after 20 No-
vember. 

Fees can be  paid at the Accounts Office,  Room 
A301or by direct bank transfer to the school—our 
bank account number  is: 

12 3209 0059410 00            ASB Business Banking  
(If you are paying by direct deposit please be sure to include 
your daughters' name and NCEA fees in the reference sec-
tion). 

NCEA Examination Results 

Printed NCEA results notices will not be distributed to all 
learners automatically. Students who require a printed result 
notice must login using their login details and order 
one before 31 December to receive it in mid-
January.  Later orders will take longer to process. There is no 
charge for this service.   

Result Notices show results for all assessed standards entered 
by the student in the previous year. They also show endorse-
ments gained either for an NCEA Certificate or a school 
course.   

If your daughter has her National Student Number (NSN) she 
can also get these results online. 

Congratulations to Jessica Rayner, Year 11,  who has 
been  selected as one of 20 book enthusiasts to become Allen & Un-
win NZ Ambassadors for 2015-2016 for their Young Adult Fiction.  

Schools nationwide were invited to forward the names of three stu-
dents who were creative thinkers, passionate, intelligent and humor-
ous about reading so that they could promote young adult fiction.  

Jessica will receive an Allen & Unwin NZ starter pack of Young 
Adult reads and new young adult books every month. She will have 
the opportunity to write a review of her favourite title, which will be 
published on Allen & Unwin’s website, across their social media 
channels and in the Booksellers NZ Newsletter. 
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 YEAR 10 ACTIVE LIFESTYLES  
Wed 2nd, Thurs 3rd, Fri 4th December 

All of our Year 10 students will be involved in our Active Lifestyle Programme. 

An initial letter has been sent home to parents and guardians.  Please ensure you have 
read the letter carefully as all payments, medical and permission forms are due no 
later than 3.20pm on Monday 16th November.  School buses will run as normal and stu-
dents will wear mufti on all three days. 

Please note that all three days are compulsory for students and a letter to the principal with a valid 
reason will need to be written if your daughter cannot attend any of these days. 

PUNCTUALITY SYSTEM FOR YEAR 9 AND 10 
At an assembly last week our Year 9 and 10 students were introduced to our new punctuality system.  We know that stu-
dent achievement is closely linked to attendance and to punctuality at school and we are trialling this new system in an at-
tempt to improve both punctuality and attendance.  We appreciate that many students travel long distances to get to school, 
but we also know that sometimes students do not e.g. walk as quickly as they might after getting off the bus or train to en-
sure they arrive at school on time.   

Students who  arrive after 8.50 a.m. will have to  sign in in the Study Hall.  They will be given a late slip.  Students who do 
not have a late slip will be sent to the Study Hall by their teacher to sign in.  Their late arrival will be recorded by the  
teacher and they will be seen by their Dean at the end of the day. 

The first time a student is late, she will receive a warning.  A second late arrival will result in a lunchtime detention.  The 
student’s family will be contacted if she is late for a third time and the family will be asked to come and meet with her Dean 
or a member of the Senior Leadership Team if she is late for a fourth time.   

Students who have 100% attendance and punctuality at the end of each week will go into a draw for a cafeteria voucher.  
Please support your daughter’s learning by helping to ensure that she gets to school on time.   
We will be reviewing this trial system at the end of the term with a view to introducing it for the whole school in 2016.   

KEEPING OUR RECORDS  
UP TO DATE 

It is essential that we have up to date contact details, 
including addresses, phone numbers and e-mail ad-
dresses for all of our students, their parents/
caregivers and their emergency contacts.   

If you have moved house or changed any of your con-
tact details recently, please will you let our Office 
know.   

CHANGES TO BUS ROUTES FROM 
BRITOMART 

From Monday 19th October, in preparation for work starting on 
the City Rail Link, a number of changes have been made to  the 
bus stops at Britomart.   This will affect some of our students who 
catch mainly the West Auckland buses to come up to school.  
More information is available from Auckland Transport.   
There are no changes to the dedicated school bus which leaves 
from outside Britomart at 8.15 a.m. and comes directly to school. 
Students are encouraged to use this bus.  

Wednesday 2nd December  
Students will be involved in a full day of activities in Western Park, 
including Archery, Mountain Biking, survival skills and team build-
ing tasks.  Both the Mountain Biking and Archery will be taken by 
qualified instructors.  

Thursday 3rd December  
& Friday 4th December 

Location:  Lake Pupuke and Waiwera or an activity of the stu-
dents choice.  Students will be split into two groups and spend one 
day at Lake Pupuke and one day at Waiwera.   

 

Activities @ Lake Pupuke include Kayaking, Raft 
building, Orienteering, sports and team challenges. 

Activities students can select from if they don’t 
wish to go to Waiwera:  Snow Planet, High Ropes, 
Ten Pin Bowling & Movies, Nature Walk, Rocket 
Ropes & Adventure Golf, Ice Skating & Jump 
(trampolining);  Rock Climbing, Surfing 

The total cost for the 3 day programme is minimum 
$40 or maximum $95 depending on the activity they 
choose. 
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YEAR 10 ENTREPENEURS  

For three, full-on days in September, eighty six 
Year 10 students were hard at work in the i-Centre 
experiencing the challenges and joys of creating a 
new business. Guided by the ever-enthusiastic 
Wayne and Deb from the BP Business Challenge, 
each team had to invent a new product, then devel-
op a business plan, marketing strategies and re-
search the financial aspects of their proposal. On 
the final day, the students had to present their work 
to experts from the Auckland business community, 
who judged the quality of their work. Laughter, 
stress, new friendships and much learning were all 
part of the mix and the final outcomes were a great 
credit to our students. “I thought it might be boring 
but it turned out to be wonderful. I just wish it had been 
longer,” said one student. 

PROJECT K 
In August the 2015 Project K group was paired with 
a mentor for the 12 month mentoring phase of the 
programme. All the best to the girls and their men-
tors as they work towards achieving their goals. 
 

Also in August, we celebrated the graduation of the 
2014 Project K group.  Pictured opposite are the 
2014 group and some of their mentors.  

 

 

Foa Samuelu, one of the 2013 Project K group was nominated as 
the Outstanding Student from AGGS.   Recipients of this award from 
the Auckland schools participating in Project K, attended a function 
at Chelsea Sugar. The recipients spoke about ‘what they had learnt 
from their Project K experience’.  Foa’s speech was outstanding.  
Not only was  she selected as a finalist to attend the  
National Excellence Awards at Government House on November 
25th, she was also asked to present her speech at the Kerridge & Part-
ners 10 year anniversary celebrations in Auckland and Wellington. 
They are major sponsors of The Foundation for Youth Development 
(FYD).  Congratulations Foa.  

Katrina Seno from the 2013 Project K group has been selected to 
take part in Jumpstart.  Last Saturday she completed a skydive with an 
instructor, from a Hercules aeroplane.  

l to r: Sheryl Greer (Foa’s mentor);  
Foa Samuelu; Kathleen Becker (Yr 12 Dean); 
Maree Flannery (Deputy Principal). 

This Newsletter is available in colour on the AGGS website www.aggs.school.nz  
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Kinanti Desyanandini is a member of the AGGS Digital 
Citizenship Committee.  In July along with other members 
of the committee, she attended a workshop run by Google, 
Netsafe and Web Rangers at Tapac. The students were giv-
en a challenge to come up with a campaign to help their 
peers think about online behaviour and safety. 

Kinanti launched her Kind Online Instagram account and 
gained second place. She was presented with her award 
recently at a function at Parliament. She received a chrome 
book, chrome cast and a smart phone. Congratulations 
Kinanti.   
 

 

Kinanti says ‘ there’s too much stuff out there saying negative things 
about cyber bullying. Negative words aren’t really effective. Some peo-
ple think that being nice online is a bit cheesy but I think if we try and 
focus on the positive then people are more likely to participate. I think 
lots of little things can contribute to making things better for people’. 
According to Netsafe, about one in five New Zealand high 
school students say they have been cyber bullied and many say it 
makes them scared, depressed, angry and ashamed. 
 

Kinanti has also been approached by Facebook with a possibility 
of launching her campaign through this medium as well.  So 
let’s watch this space.   

‘KIND ONLINE’ 

YOUNG BLAKE EXPLORER  
Congratulations to Nina Santos who is 
one of only 14 young leaders selected to 
join the Young Blake Expedition to the 
Southern Ocean and Sub-Antarctic 
from 1 to 12 February 2016.  Nina will 
travel on board HMNZS Otago.    

Nina has also been chosen as the Auckland 
Central youth member of Parliament.     

Junior Young Physicists  
Tournament. 

Seven AGGS students from Year 9 to Year 11 and two 
of our teachers, Alka Rhode and Michal Denny, spent 
four days last weekend, 16 to 19 October, in Welling-
ton competing at the NZ Junior Young Physicists Tour-
nament.   
This tournament involves teams of students presenting 
their findings on a solution to a physics problem that 
they have been working over a number of months.  
The students  are allowed ten minutes to summarise all 
their work on that problem.  
Opposing teams then ‘pick holes’ in the presented ide-
as and the presenters have to defend and justify their 
ideas. Our girls worked really hard both in preparation 
for the competition and during it.  AGGS was the only 
all girls school competing in the competition, where 
most of the competitiors were boys.   

While the girls did not place, they developed a thor-
ough knowledge of physics as well as teamwork and 
debating skills. 

Nanogirl and The Incredible World of Nanotechnology 
Tuesday 3 December 6.30 p.m. in the DWC 

AGGS is hosting this year’s IPENZ Pickering lecture by Dr Michelle Dickinson, University of Auckland on how  
nanotechnology, the manipulation of matter invisible to the naked eye is changing our lives.      FREE Entry 

L to R Sruthi Venkatraman, Isabella Van Stipriaan-Huik , Scarlett 
Parkes, Team Captain; Casey Hickman   
Sitting   L to R   Kelly Hurling, Jessica Benns,  Lakita Morrision-
Meredith 



 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH PRACTICE EXPEDITION  
On the 24th of September, a group of enthusiastic students and three teachers set out to the Waitakere Ranges for their 
Duke of Edinburgh training tramp.  On the walk from Huia to the Whatipu Lodge, we took the coastal route, where we 
saw breathtaking views of the ocean. At the lodge, we replenished our energy with self-cooked meals, and the remainder of 
our scroggin and a good night’s sleep. The next morning, we tramped through the wilderness to conclude our tramp.  

Although tiring, the overall walk was refreshing and a memorable experience. We are all looking forward to our real tramp 
to the Pinnacles, in Coromandel, in early December.  
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Our Careers Advisor, Mrs Hames was contacted by the Industry Training Organisation to provide a Auckland Girls’ Gram-
mar student to officially open the promotional Trade Week. Krystal Witika, 12 Kahurangi was selected as she wants 
to  obtain a motor mechanic apprenticeship after she leaves school.  Krystal gave a very good speech to 120 invited guests 
at the opening ceremony and feedback was that she was the Star of the Week. She also met the CEO of the Motor Industry 
Organisation to discuss apprenticeship possibilities. Later in the week she was filmed by Maori Television at a city garage. 
 



 

 

Message from Study Link 
Year 13 students who plan on tertiary study next year are strongly encouraged to apply for their Student Allowance or Loan 
by 16 December.   StudyLink expects around 180,000 students to apply for their Student Allowance or Loan for the 2016  
academic year. 

Applying by 16 December means StudyLink can get everything sorted so that the student receives their funding from the start 
of their course.   Students don’t need to have their NCEA results or have locked down all their plans in order to apply.   

Their application can be updated as things are confirmed. It’s more important to allow enough time for all the steps in the  
application process to be completed. 

Students can find out more about applying for a student loan and allowance on the StudyLink website—www.studylink.govt.nz  



 

 

Term Four 2015 

      Events 

    

Tu 
Year 11 Physics Internal                                                                                           
 Board of Trustees Meeting Jubilee Library 5.30 p.m. 

W 
NCEA Assembly for Years 11, 12 and 13 DWC long form time  
Media Night in the Study Hall 6.30 to 8.00 p.m.    

Th SPORTS AWARDS 1 p.m. to 3.20 p.m. 

F 
Period 3 1.20 to 3.20 p.m Year 11 Final Assembly 
Period 4, 2.20 to 3.20 p.m.  Year 13 Final Assembly  

Week 4  
Mon 2 

Nov to Fri 
6 Nov 

  

M 
AKSS Lawn Bowls Year 9 & 10 Competition 
Prizegiving practices / Level Assemblies all day in the DWC. 
Period 4, 2.20 to 3.20 p.m.- Year 12 Final Assembly  

Tu SENIOR PRIZEGIVING 11.00 a.m.  
W Junior Softball Season begins - May Road 

Th   

F 
NCEA Exams start 
Junior Bio Ethics Road Show in the DWC all day 

Sa Junior Waka Ama Regatta - Orakei Basin  

Week 5  
Mon 9 

Nov to Fri 
13 Nov 

  

M   

Tu 
Year 9 visit to Rotoroa Island - 35 students                                                              
Eden Campus, Teen Parent Unit  Prizegiving 11.00 a.m. 

W   

Th 
AKSS Junior Volleyball Champs - Trusts Stadium to 14 Nov 
Year 9 visit to Rotoroa Island   - 35 students                                                            
Year 8 2016 English and Maths Testing 

Week 6 
Mon 16 

Nov to Fri 
20 Nov 

  

M   

Tu Year 8 2016 testing English/Maths                                                                           

W Kilikiti - Jnr A and B Tournament venue tbc                                                             

Th 
 4 Year 10 students at the Auckland Biz Ninja Enterprise Competition all 
day 

F Year 10 Body Story classes to visit Auckland Zoo  

Week 7  
Mon 23 

Nov to Fri 
27 Nov 

  

M   
Tu   
W   

Th   
F   

Week 8  
Mon 30 

Nov to Fri 
4 Dec 

  

M   
Tu Junior Touch Championships 

W 
Asia Aware, Year 9 and Active Lifestyles, Year 10, start today to 4 Decem-
ber  

Th 
Junior Softball One Day Tournament - Rosedale Reserve 
NCEA Exams finish 

F   

Sa 
NZSS Condor 7s - West Auckland 
NZSS Athletics to 6 Dec in Timaru 

Week 9  
Mon 7 Dec 
to Fri 11 

Dec 

  

M Year 13 students Leavers Dinner at Sorrento 

Tu 
Year 10 Final Assembly period 4 1.20 to 2.20 p.m. 
Year 9 Final Assembly period 5 2.20 to 3.20 p.m. 

W 
Junior Prizegiving 10.45 a.m.  
Junior Reports issued 
Last day of school for 2015 

F NZSS Touch Tournament - Papakura 

  BOT Meeting 15 December 


