
Konnichiwa! 
 
On  April 16th, 20 students and three teachers travelled to Japan for two weeks, during the 
holidays. During those two weeks, we all learned more about Japan and about Japanese culture 
and experienced what it is like to live in Japan. From being squashed in busy subway trains in 
Tokyo, to being harassed by overly hungry deer in Nara, and getting ourselves lost at Tokyo 
Disneyland, we did it all. In the first week of our trip, we had a personalised tour of Tokyo. We  
visited gorgeous shrines and temples, as well as doing a fair amount of shopping and a few 
karaoke sessions.  
 
In the second week we had one of the most nerve-wracking experiences ever, although if you 
ask us about it now, we would probably tell you that it was the best part of the trip. For the final 
week of our trip, were adopted into host families. Before the trip, we had been in contact with 
our sister school in Japan, Ohtani Junior and Senior High School in Osaka, and we had been in 
contact with our host sisters and their families. However, we were all still nervous about the fact 
we had to live with another family for a week. Now we can all proudly say that living with our 
host families had to be one of the best memories we can take away from the trip. Each of us did 
different activities with our adopted families over the course of that week. Needless to say, if we 
were given the opportunity to go back, we would!  
 
While we were living with our host families we also had to go to school at Ohtani High. Each 
AGGS student was paired up and went to the same class as their host sister. Although 
embarrassingly the majority of us fell asleep during class, we all made amazing new friends 
there as well as learning more about Japanese culture. Fun Fact: Ohtani High School has more 
stairs than AGGS. There is one thing we can all agree on about Ohtani High School - they may 
be more strict than us, but they are most definitely louder than us. Ladies, it seems that we have 
some competition!  
 
Overall we had a brilliant trip! However, this trip had would have never been possible if it wasn’t 
for some very special teachers. So on behalf of all the students who went on this trip, we would 
like to warmly say arigato to Ms. Griffiths, Ms. Malins, Ms. Hayes and Ms. Sturme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ms Malins, Ms Sturme and Ms Hayes were the three 
teachers who accompanied us on the trip and in the 
two weeks the students were able to get to know the 
teachers and vice versa. They became our 
temporary parents, looking after us, sometimes 
giving us money for food and letting ourselves 
wander around and discovering new things on our 
own, even though sometimes some of us almost got 
lost. On behalf of all the students, we would just like 
to thank these three teachers that if it were not for 
them our trip would not be as amazing as it was.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One of the most unforgettable experiences we had in Japan would most probably be the train 
rides in Japan. At first we were all afraid and unsure of what to do at rush hours such as what is 
seen in the photo above, but after 18 train rides in two days, we were able to learn how to 
squish against one another nicely.  



 
 
A warm welcome 

from our sister 
school Ohtani 
Junior/Senior High 
School. In the 
school, we were able 
to gain new 
experiences and 
learned the 
differences between 
their school and 
ours. From wearing 
slippers or special 
campus shoes to 
having 7-8 periods a 
day and having to 
end school at 5:30 
pm and maybe even 
6:30 pm if you have 

a club. But nonetheless, it was an enjoyable 
experience. They were all lovely and we consider 
them our sisters as well. 

 
If there was one word that could describe this day, it 
would be MAGICAL. We were let loose and set free in 
the happiest place in the world. From amazing rides and 
attractions, different flavoured popcorns in every corner 
and shopping temptations everywhere, I think it’s safe to 
say that the trip to Tokyo Disneyland would be one of 
the highlights of our trip. 
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