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BOARD OF TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 2016—RESULTS 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Thank you to all those who voted in the recent Board of 
Trustee elections.  Regrettably, once again the turn out was 
very poor with only 13% of eligible voters  taking the oppor-
tunity to vote.   

I am hopeful that when the next election comes around in 
2019, the Government will have changed the system and 
digital voting will be allowed and hopefully this will result in a 
far greater turn out of voters.  

The 7 candidates who were successful in the election were: 

 Dudley Adams 
 Precilla Betham-Taua’a 
 Margaret Cotter 
 Adele Hamilton 
 Tania Tarawa 
 Soa Timaloa and  
 Sarah Welch. 

 Kylee Houpapa, the Year 12 Dean was elected by the 
AGGS staff as the Staff Representative on the Board. 
The current student representative is Foa Samuelu 
and, as Principal, I also sit on the Board. 

 

The new Board of Trustees held its first meeting on Tues-
day 21 June and Dudley Adams was elected Chair of the 
Board, with Margaret Cotter as Deputy Chair. 

The next meeting of the Board will be held on 2 Au-
gust at 5.30 p.m. in the Jubilee Library.  Board meetings 
are open to the public and you would be most welcome 
to attend.   

Liz Thomson 
Principal  

SENIOR REPORTS  
Semester One  

Senior reports for Semester One for Years 11, 12 and 
13 students have been emailed to parents and hard 
copies given to students to bring home this week  

This report shows your daughter’s progress to-
wards her qualifications so far this year, including the 
internal credits she has achieved and her practice as-
sessment results.  Her teachers have also commented 
on her work habits, her strengths and on areas for im-
provement.  Please discuss your daughter’s report with 
her including how she can follow her teachers advice 
so that she can achieve to her potential. 

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held in the 
last  week of Term 1 on Tuesday 5th July from 
3.30 to 7 p.m.   
Please access the booking system via your parent por-
tal or ring the office on 307 4180 to make an appoint-
ment. 

We encourage you to take advantage of this opportuni-
ty to meet with your daughter’s teachers.   

NCEA FEES 2016 
Invoices for the 2016 NCEA fees have recently been 
sent out by email and by post to parents. This is a flat 
fee that covers all internal and external NCEA entries.  
Fees should be paid by 19th August to the Accounts 
Office, A301, or by direct deposit into the school bank 
account.   ASB Business Banking 

AGGS Board of Trustees 12 3209 0059410 00  

If you are paying by direct deposit please be sure to 
include your daughters' name and NCEA Fees in the 
reference.  It would also be useful, once you have paid 
if you could e-mail aporter@aggs.school.nz  with the 
details.    

Your family may meet the criteria for financial assistance 
which reduces the fees considerably. Financial assistance 
applications are accepted if the student's family meets at least 
one of these criteria: 

1) is receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit 

2) has a joint family income that makes them eligible for a 
Community Services card.  

There is also a maximum family fee for those of you with more 
than two children entered in NCEA this year. 

For more information on fees and financial assistance, 
please refer to the NZQA website: www.nzqa.govt.nz 
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THE BIG SING 2016 
Our 57 member AGGS Choir made a ‘wonderful noise’ at the Big Sing on 15 June.  The 
Big Sing is a three day event where over 3,000 students from schools throughout the 
Auckland region come together to sing, share fellowship with each other and compete in 
a number of categories.   After a 16 year absence from the competition the AGGS  Choir 
was back stronger than ever.  In the competition section the girls sang a  new arrange-

ment of ‘Ave Maria’; the spiritual, ‘Bring Me Little Water Sylvie’ , and the AGGS waiata ‘He Wahine’.  We are delighted to re-
port that at the end of the competition, the AGGS Choir was awarded Runner Up for their Performance in the NZ Category for 
‘He Wahine’. The award is given to a choir that has not participated in the National Finale for the last two years.  

Language Perfect  
World Championships 

Congratulations to the following students who 
achieved awards in the recent online French 
vocabulary competition: 

Gold Award (3000 + points) 

 Micaih Roque 
 Kirstine Panugan 
Silver Award (2000 + points) 

 Avdeep Kaur 
 Xion Tagavaitau  
Bronze Award (1000 + points) 

 Erin Woof 
 Joni Feao 
 Sylvia Singh 
 Ravenne Jariol 

Airu Teng 
Credit Award (500 + points) 

 Palak Sharma 
 Deijah Tuigamala 
 Surbhi Kumar 
 Gwyneth Parallag 
 Maha Alasaiari 

 
 

AGGS was placed  12th for French worldwide 
out of 148 schools which had between  1—50 
students entered into the competition.   

Kahurangi Fundraiser 
Kohia te Ora presents “Te Pōmatarau”  

A performing arts and entertainment event  

On Friday, 8th July 2016 in the DWC 
Food Court Opens at 5.30 p.m. and the Concert starts at 7.00 p.m. 

Proceeds will go towards travel costs for  
Te Kapa Haka o Nga Tumanako o Kahurangi ki Maungawhau 

to compete at the Na onal Secondary Schools Kapahaka com-
pe on in Has ngs between 25-29th July 2016. 
Tickets are:  $20 adults, $15 students, $10 (5-14 years) and 
Whanau ckets are $50. To purchase ckets online go to 

www.eventbrite.co.nz,  and search for Te Pōmatarau. Limited 
door sales will also be available.  
If you have any ques ons please contact the organising com-
mi ee via email pomatarau@gmail.com. 

Singing for Pukana  

20 Te Reo Rangatira students participated in the filming by Cin-
co Cine in a ‘sync’ for a song that has been created by Pukana, 
the award winning Maori language show for children.  The song 
will feature in a Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori segment of the show.   
The girls enjoyed the experience and appreciated the Koha to-
wards the Kapa Haka Nationals campaign. 
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  BACK FROM OUTWARD BOUND 

 

Outward Bound is one of those things you experience only once in 
a lifetime.  On this course I did many things I'm not sure I'll ever do 
again, jumping off of a cliff into the deep, clear waters of the Pelorus 
river. Running through obstacles in the trees 10 metres above 
ground on the high ropes course.  Willing myself over the finish line 
after 21km of non-stop running, never am I ever going to willingly 
run another half-marathon again!  These were only a handful of the 
amazing, unique experiences I was privileged enough to have dur-
ing this course, making life-long friendships and bonds along the 
way.  
 

By the last week of the course I was used to the ringing of the bell 
for our 6am wake up, I knew dinner would always be at 6:30pm, 
and I'd looked forward to the new words of wisdom we received 
everyday at breakfast to start the day off on a positive note.  It never 
rained, except for once or twice over night and for 3 weeks the sun 
shone during our morning runs, it burned on endless hikes and 
many jumps off the jetty, it beat down on all of us while we spent 
hours preparing for our missions into the real outdoors. From hiking 
1000 metres in the air to almost sailing to the Cook Straight, I 
picked up a lot of new skills during my time in Anakiwa.  
 

Time away from my phone was surprisingly good, we're in this day 
and age where "social" media is actually a barrier between people, 
at Outward Bound I was thrown into a group of 11 other people on 
my very first day, and we just had to get on with each other. I'm 
proud to say that having spent 3 weeks up close and personal with 
these people, we've all seen each other at our highest and our low-
est points, spending almost all of my time surrounded by these peo-
ple created a very strong bond, a bond we all still share. It's truly a 
one of a kind experience. 
Rionne Papa, Year 12  

 
MUNA—THE MODEL UNITED NATIONS ASSEMBLY 

On Friday 27th  and Saturday 28th May, 300 students 
from across the North Island came to AGGS for the 
annual Model United Nations Summit.  Students 
came in national dress for their allocated country 
ready to use diplomacy to solve some of the world’s 
current major issues. Highlights of the day were 
seeing the Arctic countries form an alliance to cut 
down carbon emissions and watching the United 
Arab Emirates gain enough votes to secure a new 
group within the UN to represent the Middle East- 
History was made!  
We were also very lucky to have David Shearer MP 
as our guest speaker, who worked with the United 
Nations for 20 years.  
AGGS represented the countries of the UK, Zimba-
bwe and Syria. The girls performed very well in the 
debates and the Social Science Committee and 
student volunteers represented the school with pride 
and enthusiasm. Everyone is talking about MUNA 
2017 already!  

Miss J Rhodes- Social Science Faculty Coordinator  
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‘No Scrub’ in the Dragons Den  

 

 

 

 
 

No Scrub is back to update you with the exciting 
new developments with our business!  Earlier this 
month we attended the Dragons Den preliminar-
ies at ACG, and our presentation was incredibly 
successful, becoming one of the top 10 business-
es in the Auckland Central region and landing us 
a place in the Dragon’s Den finals!  Next week 
our business will battle it out against nine other 
businesses, competing for a top prize of $1000. 

Alongside this exciting event, No Scrub will have 
its official launch on Thursday 30 June and we 
will be selling our coffee body scrub from this 
date.   Our body scrub uses coffee grounds, co-
conut oil, sugar and vanilla - to improve the ap-
pearance of the skin. If you are interested in pur-
chasing our high quality and affordable scrub, 
keep up to date with our activities on Facebook! 

From the Health Centre 
SORE THROATS  

Please make sure your daughter 
gets her throat checked if she has a 
sore throat.  
 
Sometimes a sore throat is caused 
by Streptococcus bacteria (strep 
throat), which can lead to rheumatic 
fever if it is not treated with antibiot-
ics.  
Rheumatic fever is a serious illness 
because it can cause heart dam-
age. 
 
Take your daughter to see her GP or to 
the free throat swabbing clinics.  You 
can google where to find one in your 
area. Or send her to see the nurse at 
school as we are now able to do throat 
swabs and if the result is positive we 
are able to treat this by providing antibi-
otics 
 
You can call the nurse at school on 307 
4180 ext 849 or 021 882 647, or  call 
the Healthline 0800 611 116 if you 
are unsure what you should do. 

STUDENT LEAVE OF  
ABSENCE DURING TERM 

TIME  

This is a reminder that if you are plan-
ning on taking your daughter out of 
school during term time to go on a fami-
ly holiday, attend a family occasion etc. 
you must write to the Principal and ask 
her permission, prior to your daughter 
going away.   Your daughter should 
bring a note to school or you can e-mail 
Ms Thomson on  
admin@aggs.school.nz 
 

This is very important as students who 
are away during term time, without the 
knowledge of the school, risk missing 
gaining credits for internal assess-
ments.      

Being present and engaged is funda-
mental to student achievement  and we 
ask that you consider carefully before 
taking your daughter out of school dur-
ing term time.    

ENROLMENTS 2017 

We are accepting enrolments now 
from students throughout the Auck-
land region. 
 

More information is available on 
our website www.aggs.school.nz or 
by calling the school, 307 4180  
and speaking to Pauline, our Enrol-
ment Officer.  Her e-mail address is  
enrol@aggs.school.nz   

If you know of someone who 
missed our Open Day and would 
like to have a look around the 
school, Pauline will be happy to 
arrange a suitable time with them.   

l to r Vienna Trainor, Huma Shehzad, Liz Leupolu Yamin Cook 
front:   Rosalina Taualapini and Chante Leafa  

 
Our Newsletter is available in  
colour on the AGGS Website 
www.aggs.school.nz  
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OUT AND ABOUT  

Many of our students will be involved in a range of extra-curricular activities over the last two weeks of term and in 
the school holidays —these are just a few of them! 

Up Up and Away to the USA 

40 students along with six members of staff will be 
visiting Boston, New York, Washington, Philadelphia 
and Los Angeles during the July school holidays 
 

Highlights will include tours of the Metropolitan Muse-
um and The Museum of Modern Art in New York and 
the JFK Museum in Boston; a visit to the United Na-
tions to meet the NZ ambassador and,  no trip to the 
States would be complete without a visit to Disney-
land and Universal Studios.  
 

The girls are looking forward to an exciting two weeks 
away with many new experiences and opportunities. 

OUTWARD BOUND AT ANIKAWA  

Year 12 students Mallory Ireland and Ruby Lowe, 
will be in the South Island on an Outward Bound 21 
day Mind, Body, Soul Course from Monday 4 July to 
Sunday 24 July.   
Mallory is the recipient of a JR McKenzie Trust Schol-
arship awarded by the Auckland Rotary Club.   

Into the Wilderness with Project K 
12 Year 10 students have been selected for Project K 
2016.  These students have gone through a rigorous selection 
process run by the Graeme Dingle Foundation and supported 
by Adventure Works.   Students will learn and develop self-
management, social and interpersonal skills and gain confi-
dence and leadership skills to support their educational  
journey .  This programme runs over 14 months. 

The first stage of this programme is when the girls head off  on 
a 17 day wilderness adventure from 30 June to 16 July, where 
they will mountain bike, kayak and tramp their way around  the 
Coromandel.     
On their return the students take what they have learnt and ap-
ply it to community based projects.  This is then followed by a 
mentoring programme which will support students’ academic, 
mental and emotional wellbeing.   Congratulations to Project K 
students - Caroline Uhatafe, Ceyali Betham, Vaelua Aloaina, 
Karina Fiu, Lavnia Talanoa, Litia Nayacelevu, Loretta Too-
malatai, Mackenzie Selby, Jasmine Rere, Sandra Seneka, 
Tamika Sionetali and Toni Laumahine-Terekia . 

DREAM FONOTOGA  
Six Year 12 Pasifika students will be 
spending 3 days from 11 to 13 July as 
guests of Auckland University at the 
Ngaruwahia Youth Camp.  DREAM Fono 
is  an academic mentoring programme for 
Pasifika students who intend to apply for 
entry into the University.   

Off to the camp are:  Toreka Tele’a,  

Deija Tuigamala, Maryanne Maasi, Rautea Mitchell, Rosetta 
Masui and Alyciah Saafi 

Meanwhile back in Auckland  
Kahurangi ki Maungawhau, the stu-
dents in the AGGS Kapa Haka group will be prac-
tising very hard to perfect their performance for the 
National Secondary School Kapa Haka Competition.    
45 girls will be heading off to Hastings on 24 July 
to represent our school.   
39 Kapa Haka Groups from throughout the country 
have qualified to take part in this prestigious event.   

Haere pai atu, hoki pai mai  

The last day of Term 2 is 
Friday 8 July and  the first 
day of Term 3 is Monday 25 
July.  

We wish all of our students a 
safe and happy holiday 
break.  

Naomi Taserenavanu, Nina Santos, San-
dra Mausia and Victoria Murphy will be in 
Wellington attending the UN Youth NZ Model United Na-
tions Assembly from 1 to 4 July.  The event begins with a 
traditional welcoming ceremony in the Halls of Parliament 
and over the four days the girls will join 250 other young 
people in thrilling debates, listen to a number of engaging 
speakers and experience a little bit of life as a diplomat.   

Congratulations to Year 9 student Crystal Chanwong, 
who was placed 3rd in the Under 14 Category at the Auckland 
Girls’ Chess Championship held at the Mt Albert War Memorial 
Hall on 22 June.  A great result against tough opponents.   
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 University of Auckland  
Parent Information  

Seminar  
Thursday 7 July  

at 6.45pm—8.30pm 

In the Fisher and Paykel Auditorium, 
Owen Glenn Building ( Business 
School), 12 Grafton Rd, Auckland City 
If your daughter is interested in attend-
ing Auckland University next year you 
may be interested in attending this sem-
inar. To register type Auckland Univer-
sity Parent Information Seminars into 
Google and follow the registration  
instructions  

Sports Results at a glance 

Our Premier Basketball Team are undefeated so 
far this season and our U17 Team has only lost one 
game to date.  Other sports have had some very mixed 
results – Our Lacrosse team  for example defeated 
Western Springs 20-3 but lost against the grade lead-
ers Epsom Girls  with a  14-4 score line.   

Our nine Badminton teams cover a full range of 
grades and abilities and our results so far range from 
excellent to not quite so good!  

This year’s Football results show promise, our Devel-
opment XI team is rapidly improving after some hefty 
losses at the beginning of the season.  The 1st XI is 
playing with structure under the coaching of Ms Heiford 
and together with Mr Mead’s unstinting support the 
team is challenging a number of the grade’s top teams, 
in particular the girls showed great skill in defence 
against the previously undefeated Waitakere College 
team resulting in a 2-2 draw . 

Netball—things are looking positive from the first two 
weeks results with Year 11 Lions, Year 11 Gold, Year 
10 Lions, Year 10 Gold and Year 9 Navy all having two 
wins from their first two games.  Year 9 Lions were also 
undefeated after two games with a win and a draw. 

Permission Slips for Term 3’s Badminton, Rugby 
League and the Year 9 Get 2 Go Challenge will be 
out shortly.   

Taekwon-Do continues on a Thursday in the lower 
gym and will run again next term – a reminder that stu-
dents pay $20 per term to take part in this.   

Turbo Touch training is underway for the tournament 
on 6th July.  Students who are interested in joining need 
to see Ms Chand in the Lower Gym as soon as possi-
ble  as there are still a couple of spots available . 

Great  defensive skills 

Sports Uniforms and Fees  

Thank you to all those parents who have paid their daughters’ 
sports  fees.  If you have not yet paid your daughter’s fee we would 
appreciate it if you could do so as soon as possible.  In order for us 
to continue offering a wide range of sporting opportunities to our 
girls it is essential that sports fees are paid.  Invoices have been 
sent out to remind you of the fees that are outstanding.  If you have 
any questions please call our Sports Department on 307 4180 ex-
tension 868.   

There are still a number of girls who have not returned their Sports 
uniforms from Term 4 last year and Term 1 this year.  If your 
daughter is one of these, please will you ensure that she returns 
her uniform to the Sports Department  urgently.   

SPORTING NEWS  

AGGS PRIDE  
We have recently introduced our AGGS Pride student acknowledgement 
system.  For the last two weeks students have been earning tokens for 
demonstrating the AGGS pride values of DILIGENCE— 'I will be in the 
right place at the right time' and PRIDE—I manage my time well'. 

 When a student arrives to class within 5 minutes of the bell they are 
given a token.  This acknowledges that they are following our AGGS 
pride values.  They then take the token to their class form rep and the 
form class that accumulates the most amount of tokens in the two week 
timeframe earn themselves a pizza lunch. 

 We have noticed an improvement in the students arrival time to class 
and the feedback from the students and staff has been positive.  The 
idea is that this acknowledgement system will be used in different for-
mats for demonstrating different AGGS values throughout the school 
year. 



 

 

Issue 05/16 Page 7  

  GATEWAY AT AGGS  
Our Gateway Programme is funded by the Tertiary Edu-
cation Commission for 75 students to do work experience 
where they learn on the job and earn NCEA credits.    
During Term 1 and 2 nearly 75 Year 13 and Year 12 stu-
dents have been out on work experience placements one 
day a week for 6-10 weeks.  The Red Shirts in Schools 
programme has been very popular as girls gain 27 NCEA 
credits in customer service and retailing as they work in 
various branches of the Warehouse.  Tutors from Service 
IQ take a training session each week in each store and 
for the rest of the day the girls work on the floor as un-
paid team members. At the end of the 10 day training 
students are awarded the Service IQ Customer Service 
Award, a certificate that is recognised by employers 
when students apply for full time or part time jobs.  RSIS 
trained students are often given employment as casuals 
after their training and in the school holidays.  

Other students have worked in banks, a legal office, a 
hairdressing salon, a child care centre, rest homes, a 
travel agency, an automotive workshop. These students 
attend courses to gain relevant credits in Health and 
Safety, First Aid, Communication Skills, Leadership train-
ing, hairdressing and automotive. 

Parents and friends are welcome to contact the school 
and Gateway Coordinator, Robyn Rose, if they can offer 
students work experience in their businesses.  Phone 
307 4180 or 022 010 6995. 

 

Krystal Witika at Continental Motors 

Tionne Asiata, Sarina Simon, Paris Pillanger, Roslyn Hifo, Odessa 
Ott, Kayla-Leigh Barrow and Crystal Tamihere at Warehouse Down-
town 

Young, Free and Pasifika  
2016 Conference 

A group of  Year 13 students recently attended this 
conference, the purpose of which was to empower 
young Pasifika women with confidence in their 
identity, their values and their contribution to their 
communities and Aotearoa. 

Students were inspired by motivational speakers, 
which included one of our own former students, 
Lavinia Hufangale’o Uhila (up and coming actress 
and performer). 

They also participated in workshops and discus-
sions which challenged them to become better 
leaders and contributors to society. 
Attending the conference were: 

Samantha Leupolu, Taeja Maliepo, Taunese 
Pua, Teeghan Lokeni, Shaniah Taufa, Mele Hu-
fanga, Akilele Fale, Felisha Malo, Naomi 
Taserenavanua and Tatiana Kirianu 

 

Year 12 PILOT 2016 
A group of Year 12 students attended the Pacific Island Lead-
ers of Tomorrow workshop which was held on Thursday 16 
June. 

They were selected due to their leadership potential and joined 
other like-minded Year 12 students from across Auckland to 
develop their leadership ability and service. 

It was a valuable experience which the girls thoroughly en-
joyed.  The Year 11 PILOT programme will be held in Term 3 
and the Year 10 PILOT programme will be held in Term 4. 

The 10 students who represented our school were: 

Lesinga Vaiaku, Tiger-Lily Misileki, Taran Papalii, Leilani 
Vetelino, Emelda Pauga, Grace Ulu, Ofa Kautai, Rachel 
John,  Alyce Kaume’afaiva and Nuuaoiniualuga Tuivanu 

 



 

 

 

 

Envirochallenge 
2016’ 

The pressure was well and 
truly on after AGGS won Envi-
rochallenge last year; this year 
we had to host, compete, and 
re-conquer.    
7 AGGS girls, plus our team 
mothers and organising 
queens,  Prefects Taylor Rodg-
ers and Tamkeen Saied, were 
poised at the (metaphorical) 
starting line on the morning of 
June 17th.  

Plan Bee “a bee awareness and conservation project” was put up against other schools’ projects about reducing rub-
bish and pollution. We were lionesses, staunch in our plan to fundraise for AGGS’ 4 beehives, and it paid off. After a hectic 
day, the shiny green trophy was triumphantly returned to Ms Thomson’s office, where it will remain until next year, when 
the Envirochallenge fight will begin once more.’    

Scarlett Parkes, Year 12  

PLANTING TREES FOR SURVIVAL 
In overcast weather on Thursday June 9th  about 50 
students along with Mrs Dammers and Mrs Tudor 
participated in the annual Trees for Survival Plant-
ing Day at Camp Adair . At our planting site we 
planted Manuka, Harakeke and Karamu across a 
hillside near a stream. We all enjoyed the experi-
ence of being outside, being physically active and 

the feeling of doing something constructive to make a 
difference to the environment. Thanks to Frankie from 
Trees for Survival who provided us with spades, 
showed us the best planting technique, and our hosts 
who gave us barbequed sausages at the end when we 
were all tired out from a hard day's planting. 

 

Our tree planters  

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITIES 

Service Committee Week  27 June to 1 July 

During the week the Committee will be collecting cans 
and other non-perishable food items for the Auckland City 
Mission ‘One Can Two Can’ appeal.  

Tuesday 28 June there will be a bake sale with funds 
raised going to Lifewise.  A charity that supports the 
homeless..  

Thursday, 30 June is Mufti Day—students in mufti will 

give a gold coin donation with proceeds going to Auckland 
Womens ‘ Refuge and ADC NZ—www.adc.org.nz  
On Friday 1 July 15 girls will be donating 35 cms of their 
hair at a  ‘Beautiful Lengths’ event at lunchtime in the DWC 
and two girls will be having their hair shaved, with all pro-
ceeds going to the NZ Leukaemia and Blood Cancer Foun-
dation.  Casey Hickman, one of the students who will be 
shaving her hair has set up a fundraising page:   http://
my.leukaemia.net.nz/ .  Thank you to Servilles Academy 
which is providing its trainee hairdressers to do the hair cut-
ting.   


