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BOARD OF TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 2016 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

You will shortly be receiving voting papers in the mail 
for the Board of Trustee elections.  Parents and primary 
caregivers of our students have the opportunity to vote 
to elect seven parent representatives onto our 
Board of Trustees. Voting papers will be  sent by 
Wednesday 25 May.  Please keep checking your 
letter boxes for these.  Voting closes on Friday 
3 June at noon.   

We will have a ballot box here at school and you would 
be more than welcome, once you have voted, to send 
your voting paper to school with your daughter.  The 
voting paper must be put in the reply paid enve-
lope that will be sent out with the papers.   
 
The ballot box will be in the school office on 
the main reception desk.  

Please check with your daughter that she has remem-
bered to actually put the envelope into the ballot box. 

If you are posting your voting paper it will be important 
that you put it in the mail as soon as possible so that it 
gets to the Returning Officer in time to be counted.  
Envelopes which are post marked up to and including 12 
noon 3 June will be counted.   

Most candidates will have provided candidate profiles 
which will be included with the voting papers.   

In the 2013 election only 14% of eligible AGGS  parents 
took the opportunity to vote for your Board.  

We believe it is very important that our Board of Trus-
tees is representative  of our school community and we 
strongly encourage all of you to  exercise 
your democratic right and vote for the can-
didates you believe will work in the best in-
terests of the school.   

 

The names of the candidates are listed be-
low: 

 

First Name Surname 

Dudley  Adams 

Nasir Ali  

Precilla Betham-Taua’a 

Margaret Cotter  

Adele Hamilton 

Rulon Heke 

Nerra Lealiifano-Tamarua 

Peter  Meads 

Kulwinder Panesar  

Carlin Shaw 

Patricia Tangaere 

Peti Taufa  

Sao  Timalao  

Violetta Petersen-Lesatele 

Tania  Tarawa 

Monique  Taylor 

Fau Tia Tia-Farani 

Purcell  Turner 

Sarah  Welch  

Mary  Rahiti 
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NCEA APP UPDATE  

AGGS OPEN DAY    THURSDAY 2 JUNE 9.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.  

Our prefects  will lead tours of the school and the Principal will give short talks and answer questions at 10 a.m., 
11 a.m. and 12 noon, in the Jubilee Library.  We look forward to showing our visitors our school. 

Maori students and their whanau who are interested in our Maori Whanau Unit, Nga Tumanako o Kahurangi are 
also invited to attend a hui on Wednesday 1 June between 6 and 8 p.m. in the school’s wharenui. 

Route 202 New Windsor to Auckland Girls and re-
turn in the afternoon from Auckland Girls to New 
Windsor 

We have been advised by Auckland Transport that the 202 
bus will be withdrawn on Friday 8 July.   

The decision has been made due to the low number of stu-
dents catching the school bus from and to New Windsor.  It 
appears that a number of these students prefer to catch pub-
lic bus services from Sandringham to Symonds Street.   

If your daughter has been using this service you will need to 
call Auckland Transport on 366 6400 to find out what the 
best public bus service is for your daughter.  You can also 
search online on www.at.govt.nz .   

 

Changes for 2017 to AGGS  South Auckland 
Buses  

Auckland Transport will be introducing a new im-
proved Bus Service to and from South Auckland in 
2017.   We will be receiving more information about 
how this will impact on our students who travel to 
AGGS from South Auckland shortly. The changes will 
take place in 2017 and we will ensure that all students 
and parents have information about this as soon it is 
available. 

Bronwyn Coster from Auckland Transport will be at 
our Open Day on 2nd June and will do personalised 
journey planning with any prospective students and 
their families for 2017.   

CHANGES  TO OUR SCHOOL BUS SERVICES  

An updated version of the NCEA Student App can now be 
downloaded from either the Apple App Store or Google 
Play Store. It is available to use in English and Te Reo 
Māori, is free to download and can be used from any smart 
device.  
This version displays and better supports multiple levels of 
NCEA and new users can simply add credits from previous 
years without having to also add standards information 
first. This means that students can track their progress to-

wards various NCEA levels over multiple calendar years 
more quickly and easily. 

The App allows students to plan, select and set their 
NCEA credit goals and targets and to see how they are 
tracking towards NCEA Levels one, two and three, includ-
ing Literacy, Numeracy and University Entrance. 
Please encourage your daughter to upload the App and 
start using it to track and monitor her progress. 

AGGS PRIDE 

This year we have launched Positive Behaviour for Learning 
(PB4L) in our school. It is known as AGGS Pride, to link to 
our values of Pride, Respect, Integrity, Diligence and Empa-
thy.  
Every classroom has a teaching matrix which outlines the way 
we expect our school values to be lived. Every week students 
discuss a value with their peers in form time and complete 
activities around how we live the values every day. 

We will shortly be starting a token system, with a  focus on 
punctuality. The form class with the most tokens will be re-
warded with a pizza lunch. Towards the end of the term we 

will open a PRIDE shop, where students who have 
gained individual tokens will be able to swap their 
tokens for prizes.  

We currently have a student AGGS Pride group and a 
representative from each form class is also a member 
of the group.   The student group will be assisting in 
the teaching of the values by making short film clips, 
doing assembly presentations and leading discussions. 

Jugjeet Singh is our AGGS Pride prefect and runs the 
student group alongside Ms Stone and Ms Becker.  
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A group of six Year 12 students has entered the Lion 
Foundation Young Enterprise Scheme (YES). This pro-
gramme intends to “inspire young people to discover their 
potential in business and in life” and involves a group of 
students setting up a real business, creating their own 
product or service and selling this to the market.  

The business “No Scrub” is producing a coffee body scrub. 
The Directors are Huma Shehzad, Vienna Trainor, Yamin 
Cook, Chante Leafa, Rosalina Taualapini and Elizabeth 
Leupolu. They are ably assisted by Heather Robinson, 
their business mentor from Downtown Rotary and  Eco-
nomics teacher, Ms Sturme. 
 

The business was set up in March, and meets once or 

twice a week for Directors meetings. During the school 
holidays, Huma and Yamin attended the Smart Start 
Boot Camp, which was an action packed day full of ways 
to improve their entrepreneurial skillset. No Scrub has 
completed its Business Plan and has applied for seed 
funding to assist with production costs from Kids at Risk 
Charitable Fund   
In two weeks, the directors of No Scrub will pitch their 
business idea to a group of judges at a Dragons Den 
competition, and soon after will have their official 
launch of their product at school.  
Keep an eye out for the activities of No Scrub, and be 
sure to follow the business on social media to keep up to 
date with progress.  

Lion Foundation Young Enterprise Scheme (YES).  

‘No Scrub’ Directors at the YES Training Day at Ellerslie Race Course  

FROM THE HEALTH CENTRE   

A big welcome to our new Nurse, Tania Crothall.   
Tania joined our current nurse, Erin Hunt in the 
Health Centre from the beginning of Term 2 2016.  
We are delighted to announce that we will shortly also 
be having the services of  Dr Fiona Bell, for one day a 
week.   

Work will start shortly on refurbishing the classroom 
next to the current Health Centre to provide suitable 
consulting spaces for these new staff.   

As part of an initiative which it is implementing in ten 
Auckland schools, the Auckland District Health Board 
is helping to fund our improved health service.  
One of the new roles that the nurses will be carrying 
out is a comprehensive health assessment of all our 
Year 9 girls, including hearing, vision, BP, height, 
weight, medical history and a HEADSS assessment.   
Parents of our Year 9 students have been sent e-mails 
and letters about this.  

Measles Vaccination Records   

Because measles is a disease which is extremely infec-
tions and which can have serious side effects, the Auck-
land District Health Board advises that if an AGGS 
student is diagnosed with measles and has attended 
school while infectious, any student who cannot verify 
that they have been vaccinated against measles will not 
be able to attend school for two weeks . 

This will obviously have a detrimental effect on their 
learning and we therefore ask that  you locate your 
daughter’s vaccination certificate and have it ready to 
show at school if necessary.  In the meantime you may 
bring it in so we can record the fact that your daughter 
has been vaccinated.   

 



 

 

 
P  4   NEWSLETTER 

 

Year 13 Economics students Coco Ding 
and Giang Vuong recently attended the 
Massey University Business Boot Camp. 
The five-day intensive residential camp  run 
at the Albany campus  immerses the stu-
dents in the world of business.   
Students heard from guest speakers from 
around the world, business owners and 
successful entrepreneurs.  They learnt 
about  finance, human relations, accounting 
and marketing and had the opportunity to 
develop their leadership, public speaking 
and networking skills.  They also visited 
companies and took part in team-building 
exercises.   

Giang writes “we met very interesting peo-
ple with whom we continue to keep in 
touch  through Facebook and 
LinkedIn.  These connections are very im-
portant in business as they may become our 
“foot in the door” to amazing opportunities.  

MASSEY UNIVERSITY BOOT CAMP 

GOOD VIBRATIONS at AGGS  
Our Science Department is delighted to have been gifted a TC1 earthquake measuring instrument as a part of Auckland 
University’s, ‘Seismometers in Schools Program’ . The seismometer can measure earthquakes which happen in and around 
New Zealand.  The system is sensitive enough to record movement from around school, the surrounding building sites and 
the general vibrations of Auckland City going to sleep and then waking up.  Data is sent every 10 minutes to Auckland Uni-
versity who hope to use the information in a research project.   

Year 10 students  
examining the seismome-
ter to see whether there 
have been any recent 
shakes. 

Coco Ding with Dr Jeffrey Stangl ,School of Economics and Giang Vuong 

You can read all about our students amazing trip to Japan in the April school holidays on our 
website www.aggs.school.nz  
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP CONFERENCE  
From 12 to 14 May, eight AGGS girls attended a national conference in Wellington run by the New Zealand Centre for 
Global Studies, to learn more about global citizenship.  
At a lavish reception in the Beehive, we mingled with other attendees and heard from MPs from National, the Greens and 
Labour.  
The next day, we learnt about climate change, international law and global governance from a range of experts, including 
university lecturers and MPs Jacinda Ardern and Tracy Martin.  
The conference was very useful in helping us solidify our ideas of what being a global citizen is all about, and we also con-
nected with others to work towards the common goal of global citizenship.   
Scarlett Parkes, Year 12  

OTAGO UNIVERSITY’S ETHICS 
ROAD SHOW FOR SENIOR  

STUDENTS 
Where: DWC, Auckland Girls Grammar School  

Date: Friday, June 24, 2016  

Time: 9:00am- 2:50pm  

Cost: $15/Student to be paid to the School Shop.  In-
terested students should see Ms Motlagh or Ms Fletch-
er. 
 

We will be joined by students from other schools on 
the day.   

 The 2016 Senior Roadshow will cover a diverse 
and interesting selection of issues relating to our 
relationships with other animals, including:  

 What influences our relationships with other ani-
mals?  

 Why do we experiment on certain animals?  
 When might it be appropriate to use animals for 

entertainment?  
 How do we justify keeping animals as pets?  

This is a wonderful opportunity that will be of great benefit to all students involved not only for extending the work they do 
in class but for empowering them to flourish in a complex world.   

Our Newsletter is available in colour on the AGGS website— www.aggs.school.nz  
On the front page, left hand side click on the Newsletter envelope.   
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Invitation to Hauora Garden of Health and Happiness  

 Hauora Garden is s a recently creat-
ed public resource located at 1 
Ponsonby Rd at the back of Studio 
One Toi Tū, it is a garden that 
showcases Rongoā Māori plants and 
endangered native plants.  

Through sponsorship and support 
from Creative Communities and 
Studio One Toi Tū,Year 9 Students 
were invited to take part in a free 
watercolour workshop.  This was a 
creative way to gain an understand-
ing of Rongoā Māori and endan-
gered native plants while also learn-
ing a traditional art-form. The in-
tention is to foster and solidify con-
nections to nature. 
The students learned botanical  
water colour techniques alongside 
experienced teacher, Sandra Morris 
(http://www.illustration.co.nz). 

Some of our Year 9 Students’ Art from the workshop at Hauora Garden  

Parents, family, whanau and friends are invited to the opening of the exhibition  
on Wednesday 25 May at 6 p.m. at Studio One, 1 Ponsonby Road. 

THANK YOU AUCKLAND AND DOWNTOWN ROTARY CLUBS  
Students from the Trees for Survival group would like to extend a huge thank you to Auckland and Downtown Rotary Clubs 
for their generous sponsorship of a new garden shed to store our gear.  
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On Wednesday 4th May, the Year 13 Geography class set 
out on an amazing adventure - the 2016 Geography field 
trip to Tongariro National Park. During the trip the girls 
collected data in relation to their Level 3 research internal 
assessment. 

Although a fairly mild autumn down on the plateau, there 
was still a bitter chill in the air as we hiked up to Meads 
Wall (a location for several scenes in the Lord of the 
Rings) from the Whakapapa Ski Field carpark. At this loca-
tion the girls spent an hour undertaking their first set of 
data collection.  We stopped at a few more places on our 
way down the mountain and then were forced to stop 
work due to the disappearing sunlight. We headed down 
the mountain and into National Park Village where we 
stayed for the next two nights.  

Thursday, unfortunately brought fog and lots of rain. This 
didn’t dissuade the teachers at all from completing the 
planned walk to the Taranaki Falls, the students on the 
other hand, had many reservations. At the end of the two 
hour walk, freezing and drenched to the bone, we made a 
quick stop back at the lodge to put on clean, dry clothes 

and jumped back on the bus for an afternoon jam packed 
with data collection up the Turoa Road and along the 
Rangipo Desert, and a few photo stops at the Ohakune 
Carrot and the Tangiwai Memorial.  

The last day of our field trip was much more welcom-
ing. A bright, beautiful sunny day enabled all the stu-
dents to feel a lot livelier for our second walk of the trip 
up the Mangatepopo Valley to the base of Ngauruhoe.  
 

By the end of the fabulous three hour walk I was greeted 
with “We love you again Miss that was a fantastic walk”, 
which was the complete opposite from the comments 
the previous day!  The trip back to Auckland was a time 
for the students to have a much needed rest, yet, there 
were still some keen-bean students who used this time 
to collate their data. We arrived back at AGGS at 
6:30pm on Friday, exhausted, but very happy.   I, for 
one, hope that the trip reflects the quality of research 
that will be handed in. 

Julia Aitken – TIC Geography 

YEAR 13’s MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE 

Wet and Foggy Thursday  

The full calendar of Events for Term 2 is available on the AGGS website  www.aggs.school.nz .     

You can find it under the News tab at the top of the front page. 



 

 

 

 

WINTER SPORTS IN FULL SWING  

Our BASKETBALLERS have started their 
season with our U17 team posting two wins and 
our Prems losing to St Kentigern in a lacklustre 
performance before bouncing back in game two 
to demolish Mt Albert Grammar School 46-22. 

BADMINTON is underway as well 
with all nine teams having taken the 
court.  Coaching from Auckland Bad-
minton is offered on Fridays after-
school. 

This year’s HOCKEY team lacks some of the 
more experienced players from recent years 
meaning we are in a development stage.  De-
spite this the team has grown in their first two 
games and is continuing to improve.  After los-
ing their first game, the girls managed a 1-1 
draw in game two against Aorere College 

 FOOTBALL started on 18 May 
with our 1st XI playing well but 
unable to topple St Dominic’s in 
game one and our Development XI 
being on the wrong side of a one-
sided score line against a very solid 
St Cuthberts team in their first 
game. 

All this season’s LACROSSE 
games right up to the semi-finals 
have been scheduled at AGGS 
which is a pleasant first.  The team 
has the same core of players that 
won the second division of the 
Auckland Championships last year.  
The team looks to be recreating 
last year’s start with two early loss-
es despite netting 9 goals in their 
first two games. 

NETBALL has started with a hiss and 
a roar with all our teams taking part 
in grading.  As expected with grading 
there has been mixed results with  
fantastic performances from our 
Premier 2 Team and Year 10 Lions 
team setting the bench-mark for oth-
ers to follow.  We currently have 11 
netball teams and we are looking 
forward to the start of the season –
post grading. 

TAEKWONDO started last term and is being 
offered this term and Term 3 as well.  The cost 
has been heavily subsidised using KiwiSport 
funding which means that  students only pay 
$20 each term to take part. 

AGGS CROSS COUNTRY  
This year’s cross-country was held on Tuesday 10th May.  Approximately 600 students took part over the very steep course.  
Things were made more challenging because of the council fencing off large areas of the park to repair the paths.   
Congratulations to this year’s champions: 
Senior—Patricia Paynter13BE;     Intermediate—Brianna Folomae  10SU;   Junior—Scarlett Storey  9 HG  

STARTING SOON WILL BE: 
 

TURBO TOUCH  – The One Day 
Tournament will be on 6th July at 
Trusts Stadium.  Students who have 
signed-up will be invited to trial for our 
teams and practices will be scheduled 
once trials have taken place.   

RUGBY LEAGUE  – takes place in 
Term 3 with trials and practices still to 
be confirmed. 

LAWN BOWLS  – Coaching at the 
Auckland Bowling Club will be on 
Wednesday mornings from 8 to 9am 
from 15th June.  Students interested in 
taking part should see Ms Chand in the 
Sports Department.   

TOUGH GUYS & GALS CHAL-
LENGE  – this 6km mud run involves 
mud, cargo nets, electric fences…  
This event is great fun—pictures of 
previous years events are on the AGGS 
Sport Facebook Page.  Entries are due to 
the school shop by the end of lunch on by 
Friday 27th May and are $65. 

And they’re off!   AGGS Cross Country 2016 


