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NEWSLETTER 

All Welcome.   Please tell any families you know who may be interested in their daughter attending AGGS next year about 

our Open Day. 

AGGS Production 2017 – “Grease”     

16, 17 and 18 August in the DWC  

Dust off your leather jacket, pull up your bobby socks and be prepared to 
step back in time, to the glory days of 1959. This August, the Dorothy 
Winstone Centre will be transformed into the hallowed halls of Rydell 
High, as AGGS, in conjunction with St Paul’s College, stage the iconic mu-
sical, “Grease”.   Back by popular demand, this is destined to be an amaz-
ing production, showcasing the singing, dancing and acting skills of a wide 
group of students, from Years 9 to 13.  Following weeks of auditions and 
call backs, the cast has been selected and rehearsals are now in full 
swing.   Performances will take place on Wednesday 16th, Thursday 17th 
and Friday 18th of August. Tickets will be at the bargain price of $10 and 
will be on sale from the School Shop in the coming weeks.  
If you think you have any skills that could help in putting the show togeth-
er (or you have been hoarding a shed full of Grease costumes and a 
1950’s convertible Cadillac!) then do not hesitate to contact us at  
eharridge@aggs.school.nz.     All help would be greatly appreciated. 

mailto:eharridge@aggs.school.nz
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NCEA FEES 

 

 Domestic student entry for all NCEA standards  $76.70 per year 
 Domestic  student entry for a Scholarship subject  $30.00 per subject 
 International student entry to NCEA standards  $383.30 per year 
 International student entry to Scholarship subjects  $102.20 per subject   

 
http:www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/legislation/fees/secondary-education-fees/  
 

The NCEA entry fee covers both internal and external standards for 2017.  
Payments should be made  by 18th August to the school shop, or by direct deposit into the school bank account.  
Bank Account Number : 12-3209-0059410-00  
Please make sure that the deposit includes :The student's name ( first initial and surname) and Year level and the 
Reference section should say NCEA 2017 fees 
 

Financial Assistance  
Your family may meet the criteria for financial assistance which reduces the fees considerably.  
Financial assistance applications are accepted if the student's family meets at least one of these criteria: 
1) is receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit 
2) has a joint family income that makes them eligible for a Community Services card. 
There is also a maximum family fee for those of you with more than two children entered in NCEA this year. 
Financial assistance forms can be downloaded from NZQA website (www.nzqa.govt.nz) or are available at school by 
contacting  Porter  Accounts on DD1 307-4180 or by email aporter@aggs.school.nz. 

TUTORIALS, MENTORING PROGRAMMES AND CAREER PLANNING 

A number of Faculties and student led committees are 
running tutorials during lunchtimes and after school these 
include:  
 

MATES—Year 13 Mentoring programme 
24 students have been selected for this programme which 
runs every Tuesday after school.  The girls are mentored by 
Auckland University students and this year, we are delight-
ed that six of the 12 mentors are ex-AGGS students who 
are studying a range of courses from medicine to law. 
 

POLYCATION—40 Pasifika students from Year 10 to Year 
13 have been selected for this programme, which runs 
every Wednesday after school from 3.30 to 5.30 p.m.  
Students are provided with academic support and tutoring 
by AGGS teachers and ex-students. 
 

The Art Room—D24 is open most days before school, at 
lunchtimes and after school for students who want to 
work on their Art projects. 
 

The English Committee is running tutorials every even 
week on Thursdays at lunchtime in Room A123 i.e Weeks 
4, 6 etc. 

 
12 Maths Advanced students can attend tutorials every 

Day 4 in D48 and there are also general Maths tutorials 
run by the Maths Committee in D33 during lunchtimes on 
Tuesdays  
 

PE & Health students can attend tutorials every Wednes-
day at lunch time in C30. 

Te Reo Monday and Friday  Lunch Time Tutorials 
Term 2 12.45 – 1.10pm 
NCEA 1 Te Reo Maori  in C01    
NCEA 2  & NCEA 3 Te Reo Maori in P1       

The Science Committee holds tutorials every Wednesday 
lunch time in G28. 

Year 12 WORK CHOICE DAY  

All Year 12 students will be in a Work Choice session 
on 14 June during periods 1 and 2. This is destined to 
inspire and connect students to the world of work.  
Topics covered will be employability skills, researching 
career pathways, job search strategies and an industry 
panel will answer students’ queries.  

In the afternoon selected  students will visit a variety 
of work places. We have been given  60 places and 
students will apply for a placement in their Future Fo-
cus class during the week of 29 May. 

AGGS Bi-ANNUAL CAREERS EXPO  

This will be held here at school on Wednesday 28 June 
from 1.20pm -7.30pm.  Year 11 students will visit in 
Period 3 and Year 12 in Period 4.   

Year 13 and all students will have the opportunity to 
visit between 4 pm and 7.30pm.   This session is open 
to parents as well and we do encourage parents to 
attend with your daughters during this time as having 
conversations with your daughter and a career ex-
pert  is very useful.  

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/legislation/fees/secondary-education-fees/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz
mailto:aporter@aggs.school.nz
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YOGA CLASSES 

On Tuesday mornings in the Fitness 

Room from 7.30 to 8.20 a.m. stu-

dents have the opportunity to learn 

and practice this ancient art, which 

helps with both mental and physical 

well-being.  The instructor is  PE 

Teacher, Leisen Jobe, who is a trained 

Yoga instructor and there is no cost 

to students. 
 

  YOUNG QUEENS  — 

Sisters United 

This programme is run by the 

Goebel sisters, Parris, Kendal and 

Narelle, all ex-AGGS students.  It 

is a fortnightly peer-mentoring 

program based at the The Palace Dance Studio. The pro-

gramme  is delivered through  workshops using  the cre-

ative arts such as the spoken word, performance, dance 

and art to empower young women and build their confi-

dence and self-esteem.  Eleven Year 10 and 11 girls and 

10 AGGS mentors from Years 12 and 13 are involved in 

the programme. 

PERSONAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES  

Kristina Cavit the founder of The Kindness Institute is  
running 8 sessions with our 4 Year 11 Global Thinking classes 
this semester. The focus is on managing stress/peer pressure 
etc and using mindfulness, breathing techniques and yoga to 
help improve wellbeing. 
 

The classes are exploring:  

 how our breath can help manage our emotions and support 
us in challenging situations  

 Learning how our actions impact our wellbeing 

 Developing tools to help calm distracting thoughts 

 Learning to develop kindness & compassion for our selves 
 & others 

 Developing gratitude for ourselves & others 
 

Hon Jia Hin and Eliana Kirwan, two Year 11 students, attend-
ed a programme called Atawhai (Kindness in action); which is a 
Mindfulness based leadership programme organised in the 
holidays. 
The five day programme  focused on developing emotional 

intelligence, self-confidence and positive relationship building 
skills.  
Eliana and Hon Jia worked with a mentor for some parts of the 
programme as well as in small groups.  They both learnt many 
skills that they are able to transfer into their daily lives and are 
very grateful to Kristina from the Kindness Institute and the 
mentors for this wonderful opportunity. 

MEGA DANCE COMPETITION  

be commended for the effort they put into creating, teach-
ing and rehearsing the choreography.  

The leaders were; Selena Hafoka, Zanthy Espiritu, Aimee 
Palalangi, Kayla-Leigh Barrow, Katrina Tima, Christina 
Lokeni and Mareta Strickland. These girls wanted to be 
leaders so they could give other students the same positive 
experience that they have had in the past 4 years as Mega 
Schools Dancers.  A huge thank you to Dance teacher, Kate 
Sullivan who gave up several days of her holiday to help the 
girls rehearse for the competition.   

A 24 strong team of AGGS dancers took part in the 
Mega Schools Dance competition on 29 April at the Vo-
dafone Events Centre.  
There were 14 schools in the competition and while we 
didn’t place, the students felt that they gave a polished, 
original and dynamic performance.  
For the dancers, the most enjoyable aspect was getting 
to work with girls from different year levels and learning 
exciting choreography to perform for a live audience.  

Seven Year 12 and 13 students led the team and should 

OTHER EXTERNAL CAREER EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARIES 

Career Expo 25-27 May at ASB Showgrounds:    Late night Thursday 25th at 5-7pm and 10am-3pm on Saturday 27th 

University of Canterbury Information evening. Thursday 25 May at ASB Showgrounds, Epsom at 6.30pm 

University of Otago Information evening :         Tuesday 20 June at South Level 4 Lounge Eden Park at 6.30pm  

Victoria, University of Wellington Information evening :  Tuesday 4 July,  Ellerslie Event Centre at 6.30pm 

Open Days for University of Auckland and AUT University on Saturday 2 September (city campus) 9am-3pm 

Open Day at Massey University Albany on Saturday   12 August 10am-4pm 

Open Day for Victoria University of Wellington and Massey University in Wellington Friday 1 September 10-4.pm 

Congratulations to:   Sining Ye, Year 11 who was placed 2nd, out of 29 competitors, in the Women’s Foil Event at the 

Regional Secondary School’s  Fencing Competition, which was held on 13 May.  
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Term 1 Summer Sport is behind us and we now turn our focus to winter sport.  Over the next two terms we have Badmin-

ton, Basketball, Cross Country, Football (Soccer), Ki-O Rahi, Hockey, Lacrosse, Lawn Bowls, Netball, Rugby League, Rugby 

Union, Turbo Touch as well the Get2Go Challenge and the Tough Guy and Gal Challenge.   A busy time! 

SUMMER SPORTS WIND UP 

In Term one our students represented AGGS in Athletics, 

Bowls, Cricket Blitz, Swimming, Tag Tennis, Touch, Volley-

ball and Waka Ama.  The term came with some pleasing 

results with our teams gaining placings in Athletics, Cricket 

and Waka Ama.   

VOLLEY BALL— throughout Term 1 right through to the 

present, Volleyball coach Rudy Aso has been training our 

senior volleyballers who have shown real improvement.   

A number of AGGS students’ trialled for the interprovincial 

U17 and U21 Volleyball teams.  Congratulations to Mele 

Latu (U21), Nellina Vaovasa (U17), Larissa Iulio (U17) and 

Kasanita Fakasiieiki (U17) who have all been selected for 

the teams.    

NETBALL  - our new Netball Academy has been ticking 

along nicely with  training on Tuesday and Thursday morn-

ings; work that is starting to show dividends already.  A big 

thank you to Nicky Tato, Finau Pulu, Barbara Wheneuroa 

and their staff who have given generously of their time and 

put considerable effort  into making the start of the Net-

ball season such a positive one.   

 THE START OF WINTER SPORT 

Friday and Saturday, 5 & 6 May saw our first winter sports 

teams in action with some pleasing results.   

Friday evening our PREMIER BASKETBALL team easily 

beat  new-comers Carmel College,  151-44, in round one of 

the competition.  With seven of our students eying Ameri-

can Scholarships and an Auckland Title to defend, the team 

took no prisoners.  Last weekend the team faced Westlake 

Girls, a more difficult challenge and they again came away 

with a win; 91 to 70. 

NETBALL has started well.  Both of our Year 9 teams 

walked away with well fought wins in round one of grad-

ing.  Our Premier team also played well as the girls started 

their campaign to re-enter the Premier 1 Grade after a 

year’s absence.  Game one was a nail-biting point win over 

Macaulay, which was followed by a close loss to St Cuth-

berts before bouncing back to a good win over Botany.  

We are delighted to announce that we have just 

heard that our Premier Team is back in the top 

grade of the competition: the Premier 1 Grade  

THE HERA PROGRAMME 

The Sports Committee has been involved with Aktive’s Hera, 

Everyday Goddess Programme.  The programme is a student-led 

programme aimed at providing a range of opportunities for our 

students with a focus on increased participation.   

To date the Sports Committee has had an initial meeting with 

Jacqui Johnston from Aktive and has come up with a range of 

activities, many of which are not traditional sports activities.  

These activities range from baking to board games to riding 

mechanical bulls and are the start of a journey.  Over the next 

two weeks the Sports Committee will take their ideas to the 

school as a whole and will get new ideas and support for ex-

isting ones.  From here a programme will be established and 

offered to all students.  …Watch this space! 

RUGBY—Our Rugby team had a positive first-up win over 

Rutherford College .  Our team was just shy on scoring tries 

into double digits – A solid start that will fill the girls with 

confidence going into a much tougher second game. 

BADMINTON—There is keen interest in playing Badmin-

ton this year.  We entered nine teams in the Term 2 compe-

tition but the expressions of interest meant that we re-

quested and were given three  further  teams taking the 

total number of teams to 12.  The final two teams are filling 

rapidly and students still wishing to play Badminton should 

speak to Mr Peters in the Sports Department asap. 

CROSS COUNTRY— because of terrible weather on the 

scheduled day the School’s Cross Country has been post-

poned to Monday 22 May—and we have our fingers 

crossed for better weather.  Cross Country is compulsory for 

Year 9 & 10 students.   

FEES AND PERMISSION SLIPS 

With all sports either started or about to start, it is impera-

tive that all students have either paid their fees or made 

arrangements to do so.  We understand that it is often diffi-

cult to meet some of the fee deadlines so we encourage 

parents to let the Sports Department know if they need to 

pay fees off over time or make other arrangements to pay 

their fees .  Please e-mail our Sports Director at 

cpeters@aggs.school.nz if you wish to make arrangements 

to pay off your fees. 

Do visit the AGGS Facebook page for more information and  
there are loads of sports photos too! 

mailto:cpeters@aggs.school.nz
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 YEAR 13 GEOGRAPHY TRIP  

On Wednesday the 3rd of May we embarked on our 

Geography trip to Tongariro National Park. The trip 

would entail research so we could complete our inter-

nal assessment but also a lot of fun and laughter. After 

leaving school on the bus, 32 excited Year 13 girls and 

four awesome teachers began our journey.  

We made plenty of stops along the way. We stopped 

briefly in Tirau and then carried on to Huka Falls in 

Taupō for lunch, which was beautiful and had great 

photo opportunities. Our next stop on our way to Na-

tional Park was Desert road and then the Tangiwai Me-

morial, where we spent time collecting raw data before  

continuing on our journey. Our last stop of the day was 

in Ohakune home of New Zealand's huge carrot for 

some awesome photos and a quick supermarket shop 

for snacks. To finish the day we made it to Piper's 

Lodge, ate our dinner, did a little bit of group work to 

collate our data and then it was off to bed as we were 

all exhausted.   

On day two we got up bright an early so we could make 

the most of our day. After breakfast our first stop was 

Turoa ski field where we conducted our research at 

different altitudes on the mountain. Our final stop for 

ski fields was the other side of Mt. Ruapehu,  Whakapa-

pa ski field.  When we got there to conduct our re-

search it began to snow which made for a lot of fun and 

laughs.  We then went back down the mountain doing 

research and we visited the information centre - also 

known as TVC at the bottom to gain some more insight 

into the two sides of the mountains. A DOC  researcher 

gave us a brief talk of about 10 minutes in the lecture 

halls. All our school work was then completed so we fin-

ished the day visiting the Tokaanu hot pools which were 

awesome after being cold in the snow. We then got din-

ner in Turangi and made our way back to Pipers Lodge to 

do some more group work to collate our raw data in our 

groups and discuss our research aim and question and 

then get an early night, although some played table ten-

nis or watched a movie.  

The next morning we were up early so we had time to 

eat breakfast and clean up our rooms before leaving Pip-

ers Lodge for the final time. We got away from National 

Park at around 8.30 a.m. and we were on our way home. 

We stopped at Taupo for a break and an early lunch then 

it was onto Tirau for our final stop before Auckland. We 

got back to school at 3.30 p.m. and we unloaded our 

bags off the bus and then made our own way home.  

Our Year 13 trip to Mt Tongariro National park was one 

to remember, we laughed a lot enjoyed ourselves and 

took heaps of cool photos. Thanks to everyone, especial-

ly Miss Rhodes and Mr. Mariu who accompanied our 

teachers Miss Price and Mr Isaacs. 

Written by: Ruby Lowe, Year 13 
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WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY 

True fact : there are more CEO’s in the world named 
‘John’ then there are female CEO’s.  True fact : we are 
working to change that! 
Unknown to many,  women in technological fields of 
work are commemorated every year on the 9th of 
May through ‘Women in Technology’ day.   
Our school was invited to celebrate this day with over 
120 other Auckland high school students, at the first 
ever ‘Women in Technology’ conference sponsored 
and hosted by Westpac New Zealand.   

A series of inspirational keynote speakers, work-
shops, panel questions, fancy food, and plenty of fun 
with virtual reality games took place on the ninth 
floor of Westpac Takutai Square - whose balcony pro-
vided for Instagram photos and new Facebook profile 
pictures.  From the conference, we all took a new-
found confidence in pursuing a career in the STEM 
field.   
A big thank you to Westpac for the amazing day and 
to Ms Hames for giving us the opportunity. 
Toreka Tele’a , Year 13 

MANU KORERO REGIONAL COMPETITION 2017  
 

The Ngā Manu Kōrero speech competitions are 
intended to encourage the development of skills 
and confidence of Māori students in spoken Eng-
lish and Māori. 
The contests are in four categories; Pei Te 
Hurinui Jones, Korimako, Te Rāwhiti Ihaka and Sir 
Turi Carroll Competitions are held at three levels 
– school, regional and national. 

The AGGS Competition will be held on 23 May 
and four of the girls will be chosen to represent 
our school at the regional speech competition 
which will be held at Orakei Marae on Friday 16th 
June. The girls  will compete in the Junior Maori, 
Junior English, Senior Maori and Senior English 
sections respectively. 

Nau mai, haere mai  to Joey Rogers who has been appoint-
ed as the Dean of Kahurangi and will also oversee Maori 
academic achievement for Kahurangi for the remainder of 
2017.  Joey took up her position on 1 May.  Many Kahurangi 
whanau have already met Joey as she tutored our Kapa Ha-
ka Group for Polyfest.  Joey will also be involved with Kapa 
Haka and extra-curricular Kahurangi activities.   

 

WHANAU HUI DATES 2017  
Please put these dates in your diaries.  Hui will be held in 
the Whare Nui from 6.30 to 8.00 p.m on: 

KAHURANGI KI MAUNGAWHAU 

Wednesday 31 May Wednesday 1 November 

Monday 14 August Wednesday 22 November  

Wednesday 13 September   
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 FUN AND LEARNING IN THE OUTDOORS  

At the end of last term 20 eager Year 10 

students spent a week in Tongariro at 

the Hillary Outdoors Centre.  This was an 

amazing opportunity made possible by 

the generosity of Foundation North and 

the Lion Foundation. One of the girls 

who attended the camp writes:  "This 

camp really helped me to build new 

friendships and to work as a member of 

a team.  I conquered my fears and went 

on the flying fox that dangles above the 

Mangatepopo river.  We trekked uphill 

through the bush climbing a couple of 

rock walls on the way, we squeezed into 

tiny spaces when we went to the Okpata 

Caves where the glow worms were 

amazing to see.  Kayaking and swimming 

in Lake Taupo were also highlights.  My 

group also did an overnight hike in the 

bush, we carried 15kg packs with our tents, food and everything we needed for a night in the bush.   I think in total we 

walked 23 kms that day. Although tough at times this was a wonderful experience that I know we will all remember for a 

very long time.  “  Thank you to Leisen Jobe and Barbara Whenuaroa who accompanied the girls.  

Shannon Cockerton ( far right) left 
AGGS  17 months ago and at still 
19 years old graduated from Police 
College in Wellington  last Friday.  

The other Policewoman in the 
photo is also an ex  AGGS student 
Martina Jeffery. The ages of the 
graduands in the latest intake 
ranged from 19-50 years. 

Shannon completed one semester 

of Law and Arts at University of 

Auckland  with excellent marks 

and then the Police confirmed she 

had a place in the 1st intake in 

2017 so she  studied her Police 

preliminary course and worked 

until January, before heading 

down to Wellington to complete 

her police training.   

THE YOUNGEST  RECRUIT  



 
POI E WITH THE AUCKLAND PHILARMONIA 
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On Saturday 13 May the AGGS Kapa Haka Group were hon-

oured to perform Dalvanius Prime’s famous song Poi E  with 

the Auckland Philarmonia at a free concert held in the Auck-

land Town Hall.   This arrangement of Poi E was written espe-

cially for orchestra and voice.    

Especially moving was the presence of members of Dalavaius’ 

family in the audience, including his brother, Eddy Prime and 

Tania Kaa’i , a representative of the co-writer of Poi E , Ngoi 

Pewhairangi.   Both of whom are in the picture below. 

Dalvanius wrote:  “Poi-E's strength was it's rural roots, the 

promotion of Te Reo Maori and Kiwi culture. Long after her 

(Ngoi Pewhairangi) and I have left our earthly bodies, the 

language - via our anthem - will live on from generation to 

generation.    

Our girls certainly did us proud.   Tino pai to mahi! 

TERM 2 DATES AND EVENTS  

Our Term Calendar with all the activities and events that our students will be involved in this term is available on 

our Parent Portal.  We also keep our website www.aggs.school.nz  up to date and the full term calendar is availa-

ble to view at the top of the home page.    


