
 

Kia ora, Kia orana, Talofa Lava, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Namaste, As-salāmu ‘alaykum  Ni 

Hao, Greetings 

Tena Koutou Katoa 

This will be our last ‘lock down’ communication to you all before we welcome our students back 
through our school gates for face to face lessons on Monday 18 May 2020.  Our teachers are really 
looking forward to seeing your daughters again.  They have also shared with me how privileged  they 
feel to have been welcomed into your bubbles via online learning over the last few weeks.   

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

All of our teachers are aware of the health and safety guidelines under Level 2 and they will be sharing 
details of these with your daughters next week.  It is important that we all continue to follow these 
basic health guidelines: 

 Wash your hands with soap and water often (for at least 20 seconds) then dry 

 Cough or sneeze into your elbow or by covering your mouth and nose with tissues 

 Put used tissues in the bin immediately 

 Don’t touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean and very importantly  

 Stay at home if you feel unwell  

We know that our girls will be looking forward to seeing each other again, however please remind your 
daughters to give each other ‘breathing space’ and they should not touch or hug each other; where 
practicable they should endeavour to keep a one metre distance from each other.   

All classrooms will be provided with hand sanitiser and surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected 
regularly.  

This is a link to the updated information on the Ministry of Education website 
https://parents.education.govt.nz/essential-information/news-stories/covid-19-preparing-for-alert-level-
2/ 

Our Health Centre will be open but will be operating under slightly different guidelines, details of which 
will be shared with students on Monday. 
 
Our Guidance Counsellors are also available should any of our students feel anxious or just need to 
have a confidential chat.   An AGGS Well Being Instagram page, which all students can access has 
also been set up. 

Yesterday we had a Staff Only Day in preparation for welcoming students back to school on Monday. 
As a staff we feel confident we have done everything we can.  I am proud of the work everyone has 
put in to be in this position.  

MEALS AT SCHOOL AND THE SCHOOL CAFETERIA  

All students must bring their own ready to eat morning tea and lunch and a full water bottle to 
school every day for the first week back.    There will be no access to hot water e.g. for instant 
noodles or to microwave ovens for heating meals.  All of our vending machines will be locked.  We 
also recommend that students do not use the water fountains and do not share their food.   

Our school cafeteria will be closed for the first week back and will open on Monday 25 May. 

Under Level 2 we will not be able to offer the Breakfast Club to our students i.e. no weetbix and 
milk. We will however have free snacks available such as muesli bars, scroggin and fruit pottles. 
These will be on a table in the Study Hall.   

https://parents.education.govt.nz/essential-information/news-stories/covid-19-preparing-for-alert-level-2/
https://parents.education.govt.nz/essential-information/news-stories/covid-19-preparing-for-alert-level-2/


 On cold, rainy days we will ensure that more spaces are available for students to have their breaks 
and eat their meals, while still maintaining safe social distancing.   

DEVICES 

All girls need to bring their devices to school every day to use as part of their in class learning.  This 
includes devices that students have received on loan from the school or from the Ministry of 
Education.   

SCHOOL TIMETABLE  

During Level 2 school will start at  8.50 a.m. and finish at 3.10 p.m. and we will continue to 
close  early on Wednesdays at 2.20 p.m.  

We have made some small changes to our Level 2 Timetable.  Each day will now start with Tutor 
Time. 

We are aware that because of the limitations on capacity on public transport some students will be 
unavoidably late to school, particularly in the first few days back.  Students who are late to school 
should check the timetable and go straight to Tutor Time or to their first period class.   

If your daughter is unwell or if for any other reason she will not be at school please will you let us 
know by sending an e-mail to  absences@aggs.school.nz . 

CHANGES TO THE NCEA EXAMINATION TIMETABLE 

The Minister of Education has announced some changes to the dates for the NCEA examinations, 
which will now have a later start on 16 November.  More details about these changes and other 
proposed measures to ensure that senior students are not disadvantaged will be shared with you and 
your daughters in the coming weeks.   

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

Your daughter’s first term school report was e-mailed to you in April.  Because of the lock down we 
are in the process of reviewing our reporting timeline, including the 3-way conversations we had 
scheduled for June. We will send you the details once these are completed. 

TRANSPORT TO SCHOOL 

We are aware that this is an area of concern for many parents and I would like to reiterate that both 
Coachways, the company which provides our School Bus service and Auckland Transport have 
effective measures in place to ensure their passengers safety.   

Students using our school bus service will need to follow these protocols:  

1.       Student boards the bus and sanitises her hands with the provided sanitiser. 
2.       Student presents ticket to bus driver held in both hands with stretched out arms to offer the 

next available “click” position. 
3.       Driver clicks. 
4.       Student ticks next to her name on the spreadsheet provided of all school bus users.  

 All buses have been provided with hand sanitiser, tissues & lidded rubbish bins.  All buses will also be 
thoroughly cleaned each day.  This is the school bus timetable 

http://www.aggs.school.nz/images/2020/2020_AGGS_School_Bus_Timetable.pdf  
 
We are required to be able to contact trace anyone who comes onto the school site, so if you are just 
dropping your daughter off or picking her up from school, we encourage you to drop her at the school 
gate.  If you need to come into the school grounds you must sign in at the school office.    
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aggs.school.nz/images/2020/Timetable_T2_W6_student_2020.pdf
mailto:absences@aggs.school.nz
http://www.aggs.school.nz/images/2020/2020_AGGS_School_Bus_Timetable.pdf


Public transport timetables will return to normal during Level 2 for buses, trains and most ferries. 
Because of the requirement for social distancing the number of passengers on each service will be 
reduced. To  make up for this AT will be providing extra buses e.g. buses normally used by 
tourists.  These extra buses will help get everyone where they need to be, quickly and safely. 
We recommend you plan your trip using the AT Journey Planner or the AT Mobile app. 
https://at.govt.nz/about-us/news-events/public-transport-information/ 
 
As well as giving you bus and train updates in real-time, the  AT Mobile has a new feature that 
indicates how many passengers are on a bus or train.   Digital screens will be enhanced at some bus 
and train stations to also give an indication of the space on board an approaching service. 
Students need to make sure that their  AT HOP card is registered - this makes contact tracing easy if 
needed. https://at.govt.nz/bus-train-ferry/at-hop-card/register-at-hop-card/ 
 
Under Alert Level 2, regular fares apply. Please note that bus drivers won’t accept cash. 
• Use the rear door to get on and off buses. 
• Tag on and off using the AT HOP card reader inside the rear door. 
• Each bus will have a sign showing the number of passengers it can carry. 
 
THANK YOU 

 
Throughout the seven week lockdown we have continually reviewed and improved the delivery of our 
online teaching and learning programme.  We are determined to take the positives from the lock down 
experience and incorporate these into our teaching and learning as we move forward.  
Finally I want to thank you, our wonderful parents and whanau for your support and your kindness.  
You have been amazing. 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
  

  
 
 
Ngaire Ashmore 
Principal  
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