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Kia ora, Kia orana, Talofa Lava, Fakalofa Lahi Atu, Malo e lelei, Namaste, As-Salāmu ‘alaykum  Ni Hao, 
Greetings 

After today we will be half-way through what is already proving to be a busy and successful Term. 

Inside the classroom our students are working well and our seniors are on track to enjoy strong NCEA results. At 
least 20 credits have already been earned by 87% of Year 11, 58% of Year 12 and 63% of Year 13 students. We’re 
really proud of the progress made by our students and encourage them to continue to strive to achieve their  
academic goals. 

Our students are also making important contributions and memories outside of the classroom. Our school ball was 
once again the social event of the year, rehearsals for the school show Footloose are in full swing, and the  
commencement of winter sports is keeping our students (and school physio) busy.  

This week has been an especially important one for our Samoan students; to mark Samoan Language Week, 
Vaiaso o le Gagana Samoa. Our Samoan language teachers and students have been running activities all week 
including a special celebration of Aso Tuto’atasi o Samoa, Samoan Independence Day.  

Over the past year students from Nga Tumanako O Kahurangi and the school have been working with renowned 
artist Tessa Harris on the construction of tukutuku panels which will be unveiled on Karangahape Road Bridge next 
Friday 11 June at 6.45am. Please do take the opportunity to beat the early-morning traffic and join us in  
celebrating this unveiling and the work of our school and community partnership. Refreshments will be provided 
in St Kevin’s Arcade after speeches. 

I congratulate all of our students on the fine start they have made to this term. An updated progress report will be 
shared with whānau during week 8 in readiness for our mid-way learning conversations held between whānau, 
students and tutor teachers in week 9; more information of which will be forthcoming.  

Ngaire Ashmore 

Principal  

Open Day 
It is hard to believe, but it’s already 
time to start thinking about  
enrolments for 2022. If you have a 
daughter who is intending to come to 
AGGS next year, or if you know of  
anyone who may be interested in  
enrolling their daughter, please let 

them know that our Open Day is on  
Wednesday 23 June. More  
information can be found on our  
website www.aggs.school.nz  This  
includes information about the Cotter 
Entrance Scholarship. 
You can also contact our Enrolment 
Officer on (09) 307 4180 or by email 
on  enrol@aggs.school.nz  

http://www.aggs.school.nz
mailto:enrol@aggs.school.nz
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Extended Learning Time in  
Week 7: 12-16 June 

From time to time we make a change to the organisation 
of the school timetable to provide students with the  
opportunity to benefit from concentrated learning time. 
This is something we trialled last year as a way of  
providing students with the chance to make  
uninterrupted progress with their assignments and  
learning activities.  

The change in Week 7 will see students attending three 
90 minute classes on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday. This means they will have two extended learning 
periods across these four days. On Thursday students will 
attend all 6 of their classes. To make the most of this 
learning opportunity it is important that students are  
present and punctual. The school hours will remain the 
same as usual. 

Ka Ora, Ka Ako: Food in Schools  
We are in our fifth week of being part of 
the Food in Schools Initiative. Some of the 
meals have not been to the standard  
expected and we are working closely with 
our provider, Deejays, to see that this  

improves. Deejays are determined to sort the problem. 
We are also asking students for feedback.  

Three Way Learning  
Conversations 

 

On Wednesday June 30 and July 1 
(Week 9 of this term) we will be 
holding our three way learning con-
versations between students, tutor 
teachers and whānau. 

These conversations may be face-to-face at school or 
virtual online meetings: each meeting will last for  
approximately 15 minutes. Tutor teachers will pro-
vide a summary of progress made in individual sub-
jects and then in partnership with students and 
whānau look to put in place learning goals and ac-
tion plans for Term 3.  

These meetings are incredibly important in  
building a learning partnership to support our girls 
and we look forward to meeting with you either in 
person or via our online platform so we can best 
meet the needs of the girls in our care. 

Students do not need to come to school on June 30 
and July 1 other than for their appointed  
conversation time should whānau choose the face-to
-face option. 

More information will be coming shortly. 

 

 

 

 

Recently the Board of Trustees approved that pants be 
added to the uniform. The pants can be purchased 
through the Uniform Shop. See the website for details. 

Most of our students are wearing the uniform correctly 
and it looks very smart. Your support in ensuring the 
uniform is worn correctly is imperative. If we can  
continue to work together to ensure all students are 
wearing the uniform correctly would be much  
appreciated. 

Hoodie’s, non-uniform jackets / puffer jackets are not to 
be worn. These will be confiscated and returned at the 
end of the week.  
Below are reminders about make-up and jewellery: 

Students are not permitted to wear make-up, nail 
polish or jewellery, apart from a watch. No body 

piercing other than one 
plain gold or silver stud 
or small slim sleeper in 
each ear. If students 
are wearing other  
earrings, they must be 
removed. Clear rings 
can be bought from the 
school shop for $5.00.Nail polish is to be  
removed. Nail polish remover is available from the 
Deans and the Office. 

Hair must be tidy and natural in colour.  

If a student has a query about the uniform relating 
to cultural or religious reasons, the parent must put 
this in writing to the Deputy Principal Student  
Wellbeing.  

Uniform Shop opening hours:  

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays - 8:00am - 9:00am 

Wednesdays - 8:00am - 11:00am  

Friday: Closed. 

Save 
the date 
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Visit to Jasmax Architecture and Design Practice on Tuesday 1 June 
6 Year 13 student’s, Helena Taoirangi-Tiakiwai, Nina Halaufia,Nirvana Fidow, Karstein Fuimaono, Athea Dimaculan-
gan and Titiksha More interested in Architecture as a Career were given an opportunity to spend a day at Jasmax,  
one of NZ leading Architecture practices based in Parnell. One of their many projects is the design of Britomart  
Station  and Transport Centre. Their design for the new Karangahape station opening in 2024 is very exciting and 
our students will enjoy using it in 2024. 

The students were excited to find out their day was facilitated by a Jasmax staff member who is an ex AGGS  
student, Icao Tiseli.  

Jasmax philosophy is embodying the spirit of place, and of people.  They work in the sectors of Transport, Education,  
Commercial, Culture & Community, Sports & Recreation, Masterplanning, Health and Science and  Residential. 
Their Disciplines are in Architecture,Brand Design,Interior Design,Landscape Architecture and Urban Design. 

During the session they learnt a lot about the work of an Architect and the exposure to all the different disciplines.  

All the student’s feedback from the day was very positive. They especially were impressed to design using a cultural 
lens. The new station Jasmax recently designed at Karangahape Road reflects the history of the street and area. 

The students now have a much better understanding of what an Architect does and seeing them work in their  
studio spaces was enlightening. In the student’s evaluation they all said the day has inspired them to push hard to 
make sure they achieved a place in one of NZ’s Architecture Schools next year. 

We are hoping to continue exposing students this year to a variety of 
business areas and ideally like this example to visit and get a better 
understanding of the reality. 
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School Ball  
Congratulations to the Ball Committee for running a fabulous Ball on Friday 14 May. Thank you to all of the  
teachers who attended for your support. It was a very special occasion and one that was enjoyed by everyone.  
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Rotorua (27-28 May 2021) 
On Thursday 27 May @ 7 am our 13 Tourism students went on a field trip to Rotorua 
for two days to experience Rotorua as a Tourist destination. We were 16 students 
and two teachers - Ms. D.Ashmore and Mr.S.Isaacs who accompanied us. We had 
three pick up points and at 7: 30 we picked up the last students at BP Papakura. The 
two hours travel by Van was fun and we were super excited.  

Our first activity was the Zorb - rolling down a hill in a huge plastic ball. The founder 
of the company had a talk to explain how the business started in the early 2000’s. 
From there we went to the Skyline and Gondola and Luge rides. We were briefed on 

the operations and history of the development of this attraction before having heaps of fun. Some of us did the sky 
swing penduling over a steep hill in a giant swing. At the Rotorua museum we had an informative chat about the 
history of Tourism in NZ  and The Bay of Plenty - the 1886 Mt. Tarawera eruptions. We booked into our  
accommodation at the YHA  and had pizza for dinner. We also had time to venture to the night markets for ice 
cream and waffles. The Redwood Night Tree walk was the highlight of the day. It was just fun and seeing all the 
different lighting of the giant redwood trees. After an action packed day we were in bed by 10 pm. On Friday we 
visited Katoa Jet boats for a speedy cruise on lake Rotorua. Our final stop was Velocity Valley with so much  
adventure and adrenaline pumping activities such as the swoob , sweep and jet boating. 

I really enjoyed the trip and thanks to our teachers we have a better understanding of the operations of a Tourism 
business. This trip will sure stay in our memories and help us with our current assessment on NZas a Tourist  
destination. 

“Our trip to Rotorua was the highlight of the year, we did heaps of fun 

activities over our two days there like jet boating, going on a tree-walk 

hike and riding the Luge. We also learnt insightful information about 

Maori culture and our country, it's definitely an experience I will never 

forget. “ - Dominique Fuli  13 Tourism Class of 2021 
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Ia manuia le Vaiaso o le Gagana Samoa!  

This week we celebrated Vaiaso o le Gagana Samoa, Samoan Language Week. The theme for this year is “Poupou le 
lotoifale. Ola manuia le anofale”, which means ‘strengthen the posts of your house, for all to thrive.’  

There were activities running throughout the week, kicking off on Monday with an opening ceremony in the study 
hall. Tuesday was Samoan independence day and a celebration was held in the hall, featuring music and items from 
our Samoan language students, and a beautiful taualuga performed by our head girl Jane Fasavalu.  

Fa’afetai tele lava, thank you to Mr So’oula, Miss Sekene, Ms Malins and all our gagana Samoa students for the 
hard work they put into making this week such a success.  

Kupe Launch Dinner   
On May 15th, our Kahurangi students were invited to perform at Te  

Mahurehure Marae, at the launch of Te Taumata o Kupe, an education centre 

based around the great Polynesian explorer. Our girls put on a stunning  

performance, then they were treated to an amazing three course dinner  

prepared by Masterchef winners, Karena and Kasey Bird. Later in the evening, 

they got to rub shoulders with politicians, dignitaries and celebrities,  

including Francis and Kaiora Tipene from ‘The Casketeers’.  
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Pink Shirt Day—Friday 21 May  
Teachers and students dressed in Pink on Friday 21 May to celebrate the  
National Pink Shirt Day. This PINK mufti day for our students was to not only 
raise funds towards the Mental Health Foundation, but also a chance to reflect 
on how we treat one another and what little changes we can all make to 
stamp out bullying in our school and our communities.  

This was an awesome opportunity for us as a staff to Mana Manaaki. By  
dressing in PINK and taking the time to speak with our rangatahi about  
bullying and Pink Shirt Day, the staff were helping to uplift their mana! Helping 
them to feel good about themselves and to let them know we will do our best 
to provide a safe and inclusive learning environment for them.  

The service committee hosted a PINK bake sale at Friday morning tea in the 
study hall, and the Health and Wellbeing committee hosted fun activities in 
the study hall at lunch.  

LatAm Biz: Entrepreneurship in Latin America programme 
Congratulations to Year 13 Business Studies student Anahi Garcia Cruz, who is one of only 16 students from 
through-out NZ that have been selected to participate in the LatAm Biz: Entrepreneurship in Latin America  
programme.   

During the 10 day programme, run in the July school holidays, students will travel to Hamilton, Wellington and 
Dunedin to meet with NZ businesses that are operating in Latin America to learn about how they do business in 
Latin American markets.  All transport, accommodation, activities, and food costs will be paid for. This is a  
wonderful opportunity to develop young entrepreneurs’ knowledge and introduce them to the opportunities and 
challenges of doing business in Latin America.   

 

Year 13 Business 
Year 13 Business Studies students participate in 
the Lion Foundation Young Enterprise Scheme.   
This programme gives students the opportunity to 
work in groups to set up and run their own  
business enterprise throughout the school 
year.  Students become company directors and 
design, market and sell a real product or service of 
their choice.   

Three companies were set up in February.  All 
groups have completed a business  
planning portfolio and last week pitched their 
product idea to business Judges at AUT.  Well done 
to Kāri Takutai Designs (producing Te Reo greeting cards), Pacific Wave (bingo game teaching sign language), and 
Natural4U (tablet sized soaps designed to be taken on the go).  Special thanks to Downtown Rotary members 
who rehearsed with the students prior to the competition. 

Production is now underway.  Keep an eye out for the activities of the three companies, and be sure to follow 
them on Instagram to keep up to date with their progress.     

 

@KaariTakutaiDesigns   @PacificWaveNZ    @Natural.4.U 
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MUNA  
After a 1 year hiatus due to Covid-19, the 2021 Rotary Model United 
Nations  Assembly was held yet again on the AGGS grounds. The two 
days of debates, speeches and impromptu nervousness was only a  
reflection of the weeks - if not months - of hard work that each  
delegate put into representing their country. From the several censures 
that presented themselves after Saudia Arabia’s attempt on Mongolia - 
to the Security Council deciding to employ a treaty and peacekeepers to 
settle the Israel-Palestine conflict: the days were filled with  
excitement and creativity. Saudi Arabia from Dilworth won the Supreme 
Award.  
Every delegate showed an impressive amount of diligence and proved 
themselves able to be the future leaders of the country. MUNA always 
presents each and every individual with an opportunity to learn about 
the differing views of nations and how we can work together to  
maintain peace. As usual, the delegates left with new found friendships 
and new found memories. The event was organised by Ms Rhodes with 
support from Mrs Parsons, Ms Ankersmit, the Social Sciences  
Committee and other AGGS students.  

Jiya Tanwar, Social Sciences prefect. 
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Sports @ AGGS 

Touch Rugby 
Congratulations to the following students who were selected through the  
Junior National Championships held earlier this year at Bruce Pullman Park to 
attend the Touch New Zealand Talent Identification Camp to be held in  
October later this year. 

Caitlyn-Jain Bushell - Counties Manukau 

Casey Lototau - Counties Manukau 

Hanna Rewi - Counties Manukau 

Latesha Mitchener - Counties Manukau 

Miracle Potini-Herbert - Counties  
Manukau 

Rosalina Kasipale Paketama - Auckland 

Thorne Kamuhemu - Auckland 

 

Also, a huge Congratulations to Meana Norah Mateariki - Auckland, who 
was selected for the New Zealand U16 Girls team for the 2021 Domestic Tour 
in October. 

 

Rugby 1st XV 

Our 1st XV entered the  pre-
season inaugural Grammar 
Cup tournament which was 
crucial to our strategic build 
up to the season.  Our team 
had a stunning victory 
against Mt Albert Grammar, 
winning the final of the 
Grammar Cup 22-5.  

In the first two rounds of 
the season competition, the 
1st XV have had two nail biting wins over both Manurewa High School  24-22 and Mt Albert Grammar 31-24. 

Rugby League 
Our Premier Rugby League 
team commenced the season 
with two outstanding wins 
over Lynfield College 72-0 
and Avondale College 66-0.  

Waka Ama 

Our Senior Waka 
Ama team compet-
ed in the National 
Secondary Schools 
regatta in Term 1 
coming away with 
some great suc-
cesses including a 
Bronze Medal in 
the U19s W6 250m 
event.  
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Volleyball 

Our Senior Volleyball team competed in the North Island Secondary School 
Championships held at Eventfinda Stadium in Term 1. After a week of tough  
competition, our team came away with a bronze medal, 3rd place out of 16  
competitors. 

Netball 
Our Premier Netball teams have started the 
season well.   
Our Premier 2 team has had two wins 
against Glendowie College and Pakuranga 
College and a narrow loss to Baradene  
College. 
Our Premier 1 team has had two fantastic 
and hard fought wins against One Tree Hill 
College and Mt Albert Grammar School and 
one narrow loss to Westlake Girls High 
School.  
Our 9 Junior teams and 3 Senior teams are 
all tracking well within their grades, having 
completed their first competition round after 
three weeks of grading and maintaining a 
80% win ratio or above. 

Football 

Our Senior Volleyball team competed in the North Island  
Secondary School Championships held at Eventfinda Stadium in 
Term 1. After a week of tough competition, our team came 
away with a bronze medal, 3rd place out of 16 competitors. 

Basketball  

Our Year 9 Baskeball Team have had a stellar 
start to the season by winning all grading 
games. The team is now in the placed in the 
A Grade section and continue with their  
unbeaten record.  

Sports @ AGGS 

You can keep up to date with school events on our school website http://www.aggs.school.nz/  and  in a more informal 
way on our Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/AucklandGirlsGrammarSchool/    

Please email or 
phone the school if 
your daughter is 
going to be absent 
from school or late 
to school.  Phone (09) 307 4180 or email office@aggs.school.nz 

The bell for period 1 rings at 8.45am and your support to en-
sure your daughter is at school on time is much appreciated. 
You can also contact your daughter’s Tutor Teacher who is the 
first port of call for any questions or  concerns about attend-
ance. You can also contact the Year Level Dean: 
Year 9: dashmore@aggs.school.nz 

Year 10: lwikaire@aggs.school.nz 

Year 11: aleecooper@aggs.school.nz 

Year 12: ythom@aggs.school.nz 

Year 13: eharridge@aggs.school.nz 

Kahurangi: jrogers@aggs.school.nz 

http://www.aggs.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/AucklandGirlsGrammarSchool/
mailto:office@aggs.school.nz
mailto:dashmore@aggs.school.nz
mailto:lwikaire@aggs.school.nz
mailto:aleecooper@aggs.school.nz
mailto:ythom@aggs.school.nz
mailto:eharridge@aggs.school.nz
mailto:jrogers@aggs.school.nz

