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Welcome to
Auckland Girls' Grammar School

Our promise to you:
• �A focus on academic, sporting 

and cultural excellence 

• �A commitment to upholding our 
nation’s bi-cultural heritage 

• �Providing personal learning 
experiences which value 
identity, culture and inclusion

• �Fostering independent thinkers 
and a life-long love of learning. 

• �Creating leadership 
opportunities to contribute  
to a more equitable and  
just society.

• �Talented, committed teachers, 
an innovative curriculum and 
modern learning resources.

• �A safe and supportive 
environment where students  
are expected to work hard, 
respect themselves and others, 
to make life-long friends,  
and have fun.

Auckland Girls' is committed to nurturing the intelligence,  
creativity and confidence of all our learners.

Ngāti Whātua, Tainui waka, 
Ngā pou tūtei o ngā maunga kawe kōrero, 
o ngā wai tuku kiri o rātou mā
Rāhiri mai rā, whakatau mai rā, mihi mai rā

Tēnā rā koutou katoa

Auckland Girls’ is an exciting and vibrant school.  
It is hugely diverse, with students representing over  
60 different cultures. Our 1100 students have access  
to a wide range of subjects, co-curricular experiences  
and excellent facilities. 

Our teachers are highly qualified and committed to 
providing the best possible education to all of our  
students. We work hard to ensure that our students  
gain the highest qualifications.

We encourage our students to develop a love of  
learning and a zest for living, and prepare them  
to fit comfortably into our bi-cultural, multi-ethnic  
society.

We offer a balanced academic, social, physical  
and cultural education so that all our students can 
grow into strong, skilled, caring and self-reliant  
young women.

Our students will leave school knowing that they  
have been offered the best possible opportunities  
to succeed in whatever field they choose. They will  
continue to live by our school values: Pride, Respect, 
Integrity, Diligence and Empathy.

Ngā mihi maioha

Ngaire Ashmore
Principal
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Our Vision and Values
Pride  Respect  Integrity  

Diligence  Empathy

Our Motto
Per Angusta Ad Augusta – Through Trials to Triumph.

A history of innovation and excellence
Auckland Girls’ Grammar School has a reputation steeped in tradition, of providing 
excellent and innovative educational opportunities for all our learners.

As one of New Zealand’s first secondary schools, Auckland Girls’ Grammar School has 
been educating young women since 1888. Our tradition of academic, sporting and 
cultural excellence, where students aim high and find success, has continued for more 
than a century.

Auckland Girls’ overlooks Auckland's Waitemata Harbour. It is adjacent to the city's 
oldest park, Western Park, and is surrounded by beautiful historic trees and gardens.  
As an inner city school, students are well placed to take advantage of cultural resources 
including libraries, art galleries, museums 
and major tertiary institutions. It is also 
close to the Central Business District 
which provides work experience and 
study opportunities for students.

More than a hundred years after the 
founding of the school, Auckland Girls’ 
Grammar School remains at the forefront 
of educating young women to make a 
meaningful and significant contribution  
to their communities, society and  
the world.

Auckland Girls’ Grammar School nurtures a culture of whānaungatanga, 
manaakitanga and kairangitanga.

For more than a century our tradition of academic, cultural and  
sporting excellence has inspired students to aim high and find success.
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Identity, language and culture
At Auckland Girls' Grammar School Māori students  

celebrate and achieve success as Māori.

Ngā Tūmunako o Kahurangi is a whanau 
unit established in 1986. It is based on the 
principles of te reo and tikanga Maori, 
developing te taha hinengaro, tinana and 
wairua, mana wahine, and striving for 
excellence in all aspects of school life. 
Kōhine mā, e ara e!
We will do this by ensuring culture,  
language and identity are paramount so  
that kōhine are confident to participate in  
Te Ao Māori and Te Ao Hurihuri as leaders  
in their own communities and on the  
global stage. The mission of Kahurangi is  
to foster such values as: 

• whānaungatanga
• manaakitanga
• kaitiakitanga 
• mana reo, mana Māori
• ngākau pono
• pae tae 
• aroha
• mana tangata – mana wahine 
• whakaute. 

Ngā Tūmanako o Kahurangi welcomes all  
kōhine at all stages in their personal pursuit  
of excellence. Ngā Tūmanako o Kahurangi is 
founded on two pou: Te Reo Māori me ngā  
Tikanga and Ngā mahi a Te Rēhia.   

Te mauri o te kōhine
The well being of all students is at the 
forefront of Kahurangi. Our kaitiaki and 

kaiako focus on ensuring our girls are  
well-equipped to meet the demands of 
school life. Our ‘Taku Raukura’ leadership 
programme acknowledges the important 
values of tuakana/teina. All junior students  
are assigned a senior student who supports 
and nurtures them. 
E kore au e ngaro, he kakano ahau  
i ruia mai i Rangiātea

Celebrating our culture, language  
and identity
Through Ngā Tūmanako o Kahurangi, we 
acknowledge and celebrate the potential  
and uniqueness that comes from being  
Māori. We equip our kōhine with the  
cultural knowledge to stand strong in their 
taha Māori, and cloak them with experiences 
that equip them for Te Ao Hurihuri. 
Poipoia te kākano kia puawai

Whanaungatanga – Power of 
collaboration
Ngā Tūmanako o Kahurangi understands  
our role as kaitiaki of your kōhine. We 
prioritise collaboration between our kura 
and your whānau to develop reciprocal 
relationships. We acknowledge whānau 
as the backbone to our kōhine, and look 
forward to you being active members of  
our school community. 
Me uru kahikātea
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Ngā Tūmanako o 
Kahurangi

Whāia te iti Kahurangi, ki te tuohu koe, me he maunga teitei
Seek the treasure you value most dearly; 

If you bow your head, let it be to a lofty mountain.



A Focus
On learning and high academic 

achievement

Our girls develop global citizenship, independence  
and a life-long love of learning.

In Years 9 and 10 our students 
experience a broad range of subjects 
in order to develop their individual 
interests, while developing the key 
skills and competencies they will 
need in order to flourish in the senior 
school. Our students in Years 11, 12 and 
13 pursue a more specialised course 
of study which recognises individual 
strengths and career aspirations. Our 
girls achieve outstanding results in 
their National Certificate of Educational 
Achievement (NCEA) studies.

Productive Partnerships
Our Year Level Deans and Tutor 
Teachers support the girls in their care 
with a mentoring programme that 
includes careers education, study skills 
and leadership development. 

Health and Wellbeing
The wellbeing and welfare of our 
students is of paramount importance.  

We pride ourselves on the excellent academic outcomes our  
students enjoy at Auckland Girls’ Grammar School. We believe that every 

student has the right to realise their academic potential.  
To ensure this happens, we offer a responsive, flexible curriculum,  

nested within a safe and supportive learning environment.

To ensure our girls are best supported we 
offer on-site access to an expert team of 
health professionals including a doctor, 
psychologist, full time guidance counsellors, 
nurses, a social worker and physiotherapist. 

Personalised Learning
Accelerated programmes of study are  
available to our academically advanced 
learners including enrichment, acceleration  
and scholarship courses.

Gateway Programmes
Gateway Programmes support student 
transition into the workplace through a 
structured programme of workplace and 
school-based learning.

Learning Support
Our Learning Centre staff support and work 
closely with students who may experience 
difficulty with their learning by offering 
additional assistance and individually tailored 
learning programmes. 
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A full matrix of subject choices is available on our website www.aggs.school.nz
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The performing arts allow our students 
opportunities to express themselves and are an 
integral part of the Auckland Girls’ experience. 

Our students take part in a wide range of artistic 
activities including:

• Art and Culture weeks
• Autaia Haka Theatre
• Bi-annual school productions
• Dance and drama showcases
• Debating & public speaking opportunities
• �Mooting and the Model United Nations Assembly
• �Music: choir, jazz & concert bands, orchestra
• Polyfest
• Te Ahurea Tino Rangatiratanga Showcase.

Participating and contributing to our wider 
community provides our girls with important 
opportunities to assist and support others in  
creating a more equitable, sustainable and  
just society.

• Bee Group
• Charity support and fundraising
• Chess Club
• Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
• Interact
• Rainbow Group 
• Spoken Word
• Trees for Survival plantings
• Upcycling Club
• Young Enterprise Scheme.

Service
Community and culture Te toi whakairo, ka ihiihi, ka wehiwehi, ka aweawe te ao katoa 

Artistic excellence makes the world sit up in wonder.

At Auckland Girls’ we hold a rich appreciation for the arts and celebrate 
our girls’ creativity and cultural diversity. 
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Sport
Something for everyone

The wide variety of sporting events and opportunities we offer  
means that all girls have the choice to participate and  

compete in activities outside the classroom. 

We have a formidable reputation, forged over the 
last century, of sporting success which sees many 
of our athletes achieving at the highest level.

We support the health and wellbeing of our 
girls by providing an extensive range of sporting 
activities for all levels of abilities and interests – 
both competitive and participative. Whether it’s 
competing on the regional or national stage, or 
participating for fun and fitness, we have a wide 
range of sporting activities to suit all students.  
Our most popular sports include, badminton, 
football, netball, rugby league, rugby, tag, touch 
and waka ama.  

We offer
• �An extensive range of sporting activities 
• A high performance netball academy
• �A sports gymnasium
• Swimming pool and diving pool
• Multi-purpose turf courts
• �Covered courts – two netball and two basketball 

courts.

Auckland Girls’ has an outstanding sporting history and reputation.  
We promote participation in co-curricular activities to develop well-being, 

discipline, commitment and a healthy outlook on life.
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International
Inclusion and diversity

International students are warmly welcomed into the  
Auckland Girls’ Grammar School Community. They are valued for  

the cultural enrichment and diversity they bring to our school.

We strive to ensure our international 
students achieve excellent academic 
outcomes while enjoying learning within 
our culturally diverse and dynamic 
environment. 

Students are encouraged to take 
part in the full range of activities and 
opportunities outside the classroom. 
This allows them to complement their 
studies, build confidence, and create 
friendship groups. 

Activities include artistic, cultural and 
environmental clubs, community service 
groups, and sports. 

Auckland Girls’ has an established 
network of International Sister Schools 
and we welcome students from around 
the world to study with us as we  
develop stronger global connections  
and partnerships. 

Immersion at Auckland Girls’ means 
international students leave with a 
progressive education, ready to make 
their mark on the world.

At Auckland Girls' we offer 
international students:
  

• �Both short and long term stays 

• �Supportive staff who work closely with 
students to ensure their experience at 
AGGS is enjoyable and rewarding

• �Individual learning programmes and  
support within our English for Second 
Language Learners classes

• Regular academic and pastoral mentoring

• �Maintainence of global connections 
through our International Student 
Alumnae. 

Further enrolment details can 
be found on our website  
www.aggs.school.nz/international

Auckland Girls’ provides a focus on learning and achievement while 
celebrating cultural inclusion and diversity. 

Accommodation
The school requires all International Students to stay 
with a parent, in homestays or with a school approved 
designated caregiver. We do not have a boarding 
establishment.

Auckland Girls’ oversees and monitors the homestay 
programme to ensure students are well cared for 
and content. Auckland Girls' Grammar School is a 
signatory to the New Zealand Ministry of Education's 
"Education (Pastoral Care of International Students ) 
Code of Practice 2016 which is available in a number 
of languages on the NZQA website www.nzqa.govt.nz
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